


A centre dedicated to 
holistic

& complementary 
healthcare for all

We offer a range of therapies that will effectively treat a variety of problems. 
One of the many therapies we offer is counselling...

         Above Kent Chemist, on 2nd Floor, 104 Walton Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 0DL         

Tel:  020 8941 2846     www.ClinicofNaturalMedicine.co.uk

Life is not always straight forward – sometimes events unsettle us and leave us 
facing difficult circumstances, sometimes we experience periods of depression, 
anxiety or grief and struggle with self doubt or low self esteem. 

At times like these, counselling offers you the opportunity to talk in confidence to a 
trained professional who can help you to understand better the issues you are 
facing and provide support when difficult emotions are stirred up. 

Counselling is about empowering you to improve your quality of life - whatever 
your circumstances. 

To find out more, talk in confidence, or to book a taster session please contact Liz 
Chalmers at the Kent Clinic on 07896 498003 or take a look at her website 
www.lizcounselling.co.uk
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Officers and staff of the Association are volunteers, but we must fund costs of this magazine,
administrative and election expenses, and other expenses such as spring bulb-planting and the
village Christmas tree. The subscription is only £3 per household. If you can contribute more,
please do so. Subscriptions (in an envelope please) may be left at Boots Chemist, 14 High Street,
or Thorkill Road Pharmacy, 94 Thorkill Road, Thames Ditton. Or mail to Membership Secretary
Peter Haynes at 6 Onslow Gardens, Thames Ditton KT7 0JJ. Thank you.
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29 High Street, Thames Ditton
Surrey KT7 0SD

T: 020 8398 2500
F: 020 8398 9990
E: thamesditton@hawesandco.co.uk

Just a click away

Buying or selling a home in South West London or Surrey?
Then what are you waiting for?

Not only does our constantly updated website feature media presentations
of all our properties, including slide shows and floorplans, but so do ALL of

these top property sites! This means that Hawes & Co really can boast
more coverage than any other agent in the area.

remember – we really are just a click away.

www.hawesandco.co.uk
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THE NEXT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OPEN MEETINGS ARE
Tuesday 28 January and Tuesday 18 March (AGM)  at 8.00pm,

Vera Fletcher Hall, Embercourt Road, Thames Ditton

ALL WHO LIVE OR WORK IN THAMES DITTON AND WESTON GREEN ARE WELCOME

Thames Ditton & Weston Green
Residents’ Association

About the Association
Founded in 1934 our Association is a

strong, locally based non-party-political
organization concerned with protecting
the amenities and furthering the interests
of the inhabitants of Thames Ditton and
Weston Green. We work to preserve and
enhance the best in our attractive
environment and the quality of life of
everyone in our community.

Through regular meetings, social
activities, our magazine and website we
keep in touch with residents’ views and
we raise and spend funds for the benefit
of the community, from tree and bulb
planting to contesting unacceptable
development projects.

With five Residents’ Councillors we
have a strong voice on Elmbridge Council
working with other residents’ councillors
to ensure that decisions are based on the
needs of local communities and on good
management rather than on party politics.

Our Residents’ County Councillor
Peter Hickman represents our views at
Surrey County Council.

President: Maureen Sheldrick,
34 The Woodlands, Esher
Surrey County Councillor:
Peter Hickman, Little Lodge,
Watts Road, Thames Ditton 020 8339 0931

Thames Ditton Councillors
Sandra Dennis,
Little Bradley, Weston Green Road,
Thames Ditton 020 8873 2936
Ruth Lyon,
11 Riversdale Road, Thames Ditton 020 8398 3396
Karen Randolph, 
Deepfield, Giggs Hill Road, 
Thames Ditton 020 8398 5005

Weston Green Councillors
Ruth Bruce,
15 Imber Grove, Esher 020 8398 8324
Tannia Shipley, Clinton House,
27 Lower Green Road, Esher 020 8398 2484

Officers
Chairman: Rhodri Richards,
Ditton Cottage, Giggs Hill Road,
Thames Ditton 020 8224 5181
Vice-Chairman: Martin Wilberforce,
7 River Avenue, Thames Ditton 020 8398 4732
Hon. Treasurer: Christa Silverthorne,
5 Weston Road, Thames Ditton 020 8398 7101
Hon. Secretary: Tricia Bland,
29 Station Road, Thames Ditton 020 8339 0485  
Membership Secretary: Peter Haynes
6 Onslow Gardens, Thames Ditton 020 8398 6019

Conveners of Sub-Committees
Health and Community:
Karen Randolph (see above)
Planning: Graham Cooke, 
23 Ashley Road, Thames Ditton 020 8398 8509
Highways, Drainage: Andrew Roberts,
1 Boyle Farm Road, Thames Ditton 020 8786 6882
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St Nicholas Road • Thames Ditton • KT7 0PW

*Offer ends 31st December 2013. Terms and conditions apply. Peak & Day club memberships only.

JOIN NOW & GET YOUR 
FIRST MONTH FREE!* 

WRAP UP YOUR FITNESS 
WITH OUR FESTIVE JOINING OFFER

Feel fitter, happier and healthier this festive season with Colets. We’re here to give you  
the help and inspiration you need to see results. Try a workout in our refurbished gym,  
take part in a studio, spin or aqua class or burn off some calories on the squash court. 

Feel re-energised after a refreshing swim in our 25-metre pool, and after relax and  
unwind in our sauna, steam or spa. The choice is yours. 

Call now, or come in for a chat,  
to find out more.
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News from the Residents’ Association

to 20 November

Home of Compassion
This is the largest and most

problematic planning matter in our area.
Bought by private care-home operator
Caring Homes from the charity which
with the proceeds reconstituted itself as
Walsingham Care, the building’s use is
determined by covenant to the private
Boyle Farm Estate.  Plans were approved
for refurbishment and extension of the
HOC itself, to use the entire premises
including the area which is currently the
chapel as a care home. Then the credit
crunch hit in October 2008, shortly before
building works were due to commence.  

Suddenly, financing was not available
for the project. Caring Homes’ balance
sheet went into considerable debt. Planning
permission was renewed in the intervening
years and remains current. However, in the
search for finance, the company felt
compelled to enlarge the project, providing
more beds and a more commercially-viable
outcome. Part sale of Caring Homes’ assets
to an American buyer has lately restored
the company’s balance sheet to a more
healthy state and they say they are now in a
position to go ahead.

Designs for an extended development
were floated by Caring Homes in a public
exhibition at the Swan earlier this year, for
residents to comment. The major public
reservation concerned an enlarged car
parking area on the river side. The sub -
sequent planning application drew many

more formal objections: to the car parking
issue was added objection to the size of the
additional extension overlooking the
Estate, and objection to the proposed
walkway and observation area overlooking
the High Street, and to the “prison block”
appearance of part of the extension
proposed on that side. Also, an objection
widely shared, to the inadequate
specification of heritage-quality materials
for the refurbishment of parts of the listed
Grade II building such as matching
“slates” for the new roofing required.

The Elmbridge Planning Officer in his
report recommended refusal, but only on
the grounds of inadequate provision for
trees on the site. He emphasised that a
building which is in a poor state of repair
would be brought back into a viable and
beneficial use (there is a need for care for
the elderly in east Elmbridge), and that
concerns over suitable materials could be
dealt with via suitably worded conditions
attached to consent.  

However, Caring Homes withdrew the
application, made some fairly small
modifications (in the right direction), and
presented their comments and proposals at
another meeting in the Swan on 15
October, attended by their Chief Executive
(and primary owner) Paul Jeffrey, architect
Brian Robb and Building Development
Manager Nicola Thornton. The meeting
was dominated by what seemed to be
Caring Homes’ determination to put their
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new application in without there being
time to take into account residents’
comments at that meeting, and by
vociferous objection to the size of the new
East Wing by the spokesman of Boyle
Farm Estates. Caring Homes indicated that
were permission refused on their new
proposals they would probably take the
matter to the Inspectorate for appeal.

The new application and concomitant
application for Listed Building consent
were submitted to Elmbridge at the end of
October. Meanwhile, both English
Heritage and Thames Landscape Strategy
have now commented adversely on these
applications. English Heritage (8
November): “this… would cause harm to
the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area and the setting of listed

buildings which
must be balanced
against the public
benefits… we
consider amend -
ments could be
made to further
ameliorate the
s u b u r b a n i z i n g
impact… the U-
shaped East Wing
would more than
double the foot -
print… the
cumulative impact
of the develop -
ment on the
setting of the
Grade II Listed
building and the
character and
appearance of the
C o n s e r v a t i o n

Area cannot be con sidered as anything
other than harmful (but not appreciably
more so than the earlier scheme
approved).”

Thames Landscape Strategy focused
on their policy of conserving the unique
river edge, restricting vehicle use on it
and wherever possible removing car
parking from the waterside.

Readers will see that the matter is very
complicated, not least by the earlier
planning approval and the recent change
in government planning emphasis to
favour developers. Our broad aims are,
however, clear: we support the early
restoration of this important building and
understand the need for it to be
commercially viable for the owners. We

top: 2008 approved, centre & bottom: 2013 plans
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appreciate Caring
Homes’ efforts to
present their
thinking and make
senior people
available for
briefing and
questioning. We
want the best out -
come achievable
for this very
significant build -
ing and its setting,
but we think there
is more to be done
to get that
outcome.  

Taggs
Boatyard 

A second applic -
ation for this site,
for three storeys
including boatyard, offices and 9 flats
following demolition of all existing
buildings site, has attracted a large
number of objections including several
weighty ones made by the Thames Ditton
Conservation Area Advisory Committee.
The application awaits the planning
officer’s report and con sideration by
EBC’s planning committee.

Land rear of 1 Lime Tree Avenue
Applications to build a house on this

site now run well into double figures.
Elmbridge refused planning permission in
August on the latest one, ref. 2013/2306,
on the grounds of vehicle movements,
domination of the street scene, the
proposed development being too large for
the plot and detrimental to the adjacent

property. The applicants have had
recourse to the appeal process. Objections
must be received by 19th December 2013
marked with the Planning Inspectorate’s
appeal ref: APP/K3605/A/13/2208102.
Email teamp1@pins.gsi.gov.uk or mail 3
copies to Jonathan Alden, Planning
Inspectorate, 3/09 Wing, Temple Quay
House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay,
Bristol BS1 6PN.

Car parking &c.
The current preoccupation is to ensure

the use (and therefore survival) of Ashley
Road car park and where possible to help
customer and staff parking for our High
St businesses. To this end, the Association
resisted Elmbridge’s recent extension of
parking charges to Saturdays and
increases in charges. It should be possible

top: 2008 approved, centre & bottom: 2013 
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SCIENCE TUITION

A Level & GCSE Tuition
Biology, Chemistry

& Physics

Tel: 020 8398 7365
Alan Tucker:

2 Gainsborough Close,
Esher KT10 8JR

alan@asbtucker.co.uk
Enhanced CRB
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to devise a better scheme to boost use,
including use by half- or all-day parkers.
We want the new path from the car park
to the High Street to be open permanently,
as soon as operational considerations
allow (building work on the new studio
and flat to the rear of Simply Fresh). We
support the idea of car boot sales in the
car park. The first one, which Tracey
Blatchford of Bradley & Brown played
the major role in organising, and which
had to meet various conditions set by
Elmbridge, was a success.

We are also looking again at earlier
proposals, which achieved support among
residents and businesses at the time, to
provide at least two multiple parking bays
for short-term shoppers in the High Street,
during the working day. This plan was
scuppered by Surrey when, instead of the
free and unencumbered short-term parking
envisaged, they wished to impose metered
bays. The metering policy ended in
ignominy. It may now be time to revert to
the original proposal, without meters and
largely dependent on drivers behaving as
honourably in the High Street as they do at
Winter’s Bridge and Summer Road where
there are similar, successful bays.

Meanwhile the ten Conservatives who
rule Elmbridge in the council’s cabinet
have decided to impose car parking
charges in some of the borough’s
recreational areas such as Cowey Sale in
Walton, Long Ditton Recreation Ground,
Hurst Park and the recreational centre
opposite the Princess Alice Hospice
which is also used by visitors to the
dying. The motive is money. But
Elmbridge’s car parks already make a
profit, taken together.  

TD Polling stations

For some time, parents have been
unhappy that Thames Ditton Infant
School has been used for polling. It’s well
positioned as a polling venue,
particularly for voters arriving from the
railway station in the evening. But
children lose yet another day’s schooling
to bureaucracy, and working parents have
to make arrangements to look after them.
Therefore the Association has put forward
a proposal to use the Vera Fletcher Hall
instead. This is even closer to the station
so voter turnout should be preserved.  

Miscellaneous

The High Street should be resurfaced
by Surrey during the financial year
2014-5 (thanks to Peter Hickman for
persistent lobbying on this).

Substantial maintenance of the
railway bridge at Thames Ditton
station was lately carried out. It was
infested by neglected buddleia, the roots
of which had deeply penetrated the
brickwork. Many bricks had to be cut out
and reset. Work followed some months
after we lobbied Network Rail, and
alerted the Surrey Advertiser to the
problem (who kindly ran a piece on it).
Maintenance shortcomings throughout the
country were the object of criticism of NR
by the regulator.

We have four more snow shovels to
cater for new volunteer Snowmen. Please
contact Peter Haynes (see p.5) if you’d
like to join this residents’ snow-clearing
scheme, or need more information on
things like gritting.  

11
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JEWELLERY
MADE REPAIRED DESIGNED 

RE-MODELLED

BARBARA WOLFF
PLATINUM, GOLD AND SILVER

JEWELLERY REPAIRS
SPECIAL DESIGNS TO ORDER – 

YOUR OWN STONES AND BROKEN
JEWELLERY RE-USED

STONES SUPPLIED AND SET – 
RE-STRINGING
VALUATIONS

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
by appointment only

TELEPHONE 01932 228274

OR 07976 233850

www.barbarawolff.co.uk

Antique Clock Restoration & Repair
Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, Bracket and Carriage Clocks

Contact: Mark Rowe M.B.H.I
BADA Diploma. Member of the Watch & Clockmakers Guild

West Dean Diploma.
Tel: 020 8605 0331

www.theclockgallery.co.uk
Additional Restoration services available for Watches, Books, 

Ceramics and Fine Furniture.
Antique Clocks also bought and sold.
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www.fern-gardendesign.co.uk
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Remembrance, Giggs Hill Green, 2013

89001_Thames Ditton SPRING 2005  02/12/2013  12:49  Page 13



Doings and dates
At this year’s Remembrance

ceremonies Residents’ Councillor Tannia
Shipley laid a wreath on behalf of the
Association at the memorial at All Saints
Weston Green, with Residents’
Councillor Ruth Bruce laying one on
behalf  of the Borough. At Giggs Hill
memorial,  Rhodri Richards, the
Association’s Chairman, laid a wreath on
behalf of the Association while
Residents’ Councillor Ruth Lyon laid
one for Elmbridge. Both ceremonies
were very well attended on a bright,
chilly Autumn day.

After the First World War, a memorial
was erected on the outside wall of A. B.
Burton’s Bronze Statuary Foundry in
Summer Road to commemorate the
workers who served and died. It is no
longer there. If anyone has any memories
or details of the memorial or of its
removal; or indeed of the Foundry in
general , please contact Jon Moore, c/o
Dittons Library, Mercer Close.

Resident Eric Austin of Camm
Gardens has been elected Master of the
prestigious Guild of Mercers’ Scholars
for the coming year. The Mercers’
Company supports many schools,
including some originally set up by the
Guild as far back as the 16th century.
The installation and dinner took place in
the magnificent Grocers’ Livery
Company Hall with over 150 Guildmen
and guests attending.

Colets Squash club men won the
English Club championships this year for
the twelfth time, while the ladies team
came third. In late October Colets hosted

a regional squash competition which
attracted 124 entries and was most
successful, with local players featuring
among the top places. The club’s squash
pro and organiser,  Dave Peck, has
created and sustained a very fine squash
club of national standard in our village.

By the time this issue reaches the
streets ,  the Residents’  Christmas
Party and the High Street Christmas
Fair will be over. Our Hon Sec Tricia
Bland has again arranged the mini-
Christmas trees along the High Street,
and the lights on the lime tree will be
switched on by East Enders star, Charlie
Brooks. The Association’s highways
convenor Andrew Roberts has arranged
the Christmas tree and lights for the
Fountain roundabout. In Weston Green,
All Saints Christmas Fair will be on
Saturday 14 December from 10 - 3.

The Friends of  Thames Ditton
Hospital host Charles Court Opera’s
Christmas pantomime “Buttons –
Another Cinderella Story” on Friday
and Saturday 10th and 11th January.
Again, Dairy Crest are generously
sponsoring the production. See p. 39 for
detai ls .  In recent  years these
pantomimes have raised £40,000 for
vital equipment for NHS patients at
Emberbrook, including the ultrasound
and this  year’s  echo-cardiograph
equipment which complements the
existing consultant cardiologist clinics
held at  Emberbrook.  This enables
patients in the Esher/Thames Ditton/
Weston Green area to be diagnosed and
treated much more quickly than having
to wait for an appointment at Kingston
or St.George’s.

14
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Don’t forget that you can get a good
range of Christmas goodies and smaller
presents from our local  shops – so
please spend in Thames Ditton and
Weston Green where you can. The new
High Street website is up and running at 

thamesdittonhighstreet.com
We still have no replacement Editor

prepared to take on responsibility for this

magazine. If you’d like an interesting
volunteer rôle, step forward. There’s a
story behind every front door…

Merry Christmas – and thanks to all
those who support and volunteer to help
your Residents’ Association.

residents-association.com

Orthodontics
for Children & Adults
Jane Eden BDS(Lon), MSc(Lon), MOrth, RCS(Eng)
Fraser McDonald BDS(Lon), MSc(Lon), PhD, MOrth, RCS(Eng)

•• Gentle and Caring Environment
•• Private and NHS Practices
•• Evening and Saturday Appointments 

Available Privately

PRIVATE and 
NHS Practices:
Yewhurst   
Weston Green   
Thames Ditton  
Surrey  
KT7 0JZ

NHS Practice:
Oak Lane   
Twickenham  
TW1 3PH

www.weston-green-orthodontics.co.uk   E-mail: wgop@jeden.freeserve.co.uk

020 8398 6027
24 Hour Answerphone 

Registered
Plumbing Company

www.nei levansplumber.co.uk
emai l :  nei l@nei levansplumber.co.uk

messages:  020 8398 4259 •  mobi le :  07906 412 170

NEIL EVANS 
HEATING & PLUMBING SERVICES

Local  Qual i f ied PLUMBER  and GAS  SAFE  Eng ineer
Repairs •  Parts •  Bathrooms •  Boi lers •  Gas •   P lumbing
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knightjames

www.knightjames.com

www.pension-review.com

 
Independent Financial Advice

(t) 0208 398 6677

l

l

l 

l 

l 

l 

 

 

Mortgages

Equity Release

Pensions

Investments

Personal Insurance

Commercial Insurance

6 Station Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0NR

Concerned about the performance 

of your Personal Pension or 

Stocks & Shares ISA?

Ask about our 

pension and fund review

FREE 

A friendly, local and 
professional service

MICHAEL MOULE ANTIQUES
CONSTANTLY REQUIRE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS

All Furniture Pre 1920, Silver and Silver Plate,
Brass and Copper, All Clocks, Porcelain, Bronze

and Marble Statues, All Paintings, Gold Jewellery,
Old Dolls, Books, Pewter, Swords, Curios.

ANYTHING OLD AND UNUSUAL
For a fast and friendly service do not hesitate to 

telephone any time, with absolutely no obligation.

IMMEDIATE CASH SETTLEMENT

020 8398 8072
26 Basing Way, Thames Ditton
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This article isn’t going to debate
cycling in the area. There is an ongoing
Surrey Cycling Strategy Consultation
process with everyone given a chance to
share opinions. A driving factor for the
Consultation is the increase in the
popularity of cycling; as a way of keeping
fit, as a social activity, as a means of
commuting, and as a sport. There is a
growing number of bicycles on the road,
so it’s logical that appropriate planning
safely manages this inevitable and positive
development. As long as there is peaceful
coexistence on our roads, I will be happy:
I write as a passionate and committed,
novice cyclist who enjoys Thames
Ditton’s proximity to the beautiful Surrey
countryside. In terms of the sport of
cycling, Thames Ditton has been lucky to

play host to international events
with the world’s top cyclists. In
2012, Olympic time trial and
road races were enjoyed by
thousands of spectators lining
Portsmouth Road and Hampton
Court Way. The Prudential Ride
London-Surrey Classic in
August saw 150 top  international
riders plus thousands of amateur
riders enjoy the route through
Surrey. Closed-road professional
cycling events in the area are
rare but they draw huge crowds.
The RideLondon-Surrey Classic
returns to the area in August
2014.

Fitness benefits
In recent years, the number of people

cycling in the area has increased
significantly. I’ve been commuting by
bike to my office in Kingston for at least
eight years – it’s less than four miles each
way – but I soon realised what a
significant positive effect cycling has on
your health.

A Get Britain Cycling report published
this year showed that £1 invested in
cycling saves £4 in healthcare – that's
great for the community and the
economy. I’m asthmatic, I’ve had knee
problems since I was 18 and was 10Kg
overweight before cycling. Now in my
40s, I am healthier than I’ve ever been –
thanks to cycling.

Two Wheels Good
– cycling around Thames Ditton

Chris Froome on Portsmouth Road 2012
photo by  David Marsden
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A family run, local gardening service 

 

G A R D E N  M A I N T E N A N C E ,  
C L E A R A N C E  &  D E S I G N  
AT  A F F O R D A B L E  R AT E S  

DOWN TO EARTH 

Phone: 020-8398-7219 
Mobile: 07867-590-450 

E-mail: downtoearth2008@live.co.uk 

27 Church Walk 
Thames Ditton 

Surrey 
KT7 0NP 

Gardens can get out of hand very quickly, sometimes 

it can be hard to keep on top of it all year round. 

den maintenance, garden design, fencing & paving, to 

wanted. 

Why not give us a call or drop us an e-mail to see 

what we can do for you? 

89001_Thames Ditton SPRING 2005  02/12/2013  12:49  Page 18



19

it doesnʼt have to be a cold, lonely activity...

Commuting by bicycle
Reducing the volume of traffic on our

roads has obvious benefits. Department of
Transport statistics show that only 2% of
us regularly commute by bicycle. It’s
neither practical nor safe for everyone to
do so – but a lot of people using cars or
public transport could be enjoying cycling
to work. The Cycle to Work scheme
offered by many employers allows tax
savings and interest-free repayments on

bike purchases. If you have an old bike in
need of a service, take it to a local bike
shop. There are a few shops in Kingston,
but closer to home is Surbiton Cycles
(Thames Ditton Marina, or Surbiton),
offering a range of servicing options.
They can advise if your current bike can
be upgraded to suit the type of riding you
want to do.

Getting social
Cycling can sound like a lonely

activity; hours riding alone exploring
unknown roads. For that reason, it’s good
to ride with others and possibly join a
local club. A recent addition is Dittons
Velo, a club born here in Thames Ditton,
set up 12 months ago by members of
Dittons Skiff & Punting club. Dittons
Velo is a relatively informal, inclusive
and social cycling group. The club is not
about racing, but there are groups of
widely differing speeds and levels of
ambition!   

After just commuting by bike for a few
years, three years ago I bought a road bike
and in June I joined Dittons Velo – the
best thing I’ve done for my cycling:
people to motivate you to get fitter,
without taking the fun out of it. I’ve
learned a lot of incredible routes,
accessible in a morning’s ride.

Dittons Velo meets every Saturday at
Café Rouge, Esher at 9.15am. If you’re
interested in joining us, email:
info@dittonsvelo.org.uk or call me on
07968 407739, or Nigel Shipley on
020 8398 5240. Our website is at
dittonsvelo.org.uk.

David Marsden
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would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year.

Instead of sending Christmas cards,
this year HJC is making a charitable donation to:

Street Child Africa – a local charity supporting partners in Africa
who work with children in street situations.

&

Brain Tumour Research Campaign – raising public awareness
& promoting research into the causes and treatment of brain tumours.

(As featured in recent Daily Mail article, about local mum, Claire Craig)

If you would like any advice regarding letting or selling your home
then contact us on 020 8398 3707 or email emma@hjc.co.uk
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Secondary Schools Crunch

In May this year, a number of
concerned parents met to discuss the
impending shortfall in secondary school
places for Thames Ditton. We heard that
some children had been failing to get
places at the local Hinchley Wood school
and that children in Claygate were
undertaking 90-minute trips on public
transport to the only available school in
Epsom & Ewell – 8 miles away and
outside Elmbridge. We were well aware
that this trend is set to continue.

We began by writing letters to our
local MP and to Education Secretary
Michael Gove, highlighting the fact that
Thames Ditton children, for whom
Hinchley Wood is the only catchment
school available, are so far down the

waiting list that those in the corners of the
catchment are not being admitted.
Hinchley Wood, as an academy, can set
its own admissions criteria, and children
closer to the school, or with siblings
already there, but who live outside the
catchment, often much further away, are
given preference to those in the ‘corners’
of the catchment, so these children are
effectively being ‘lost’ in these gaps.
This, together with the rapidly increasing
numbers of children, means that those
who have grown up in these communities,
are being left high and dry – i.e. they are,
progressively, falling outside any school
catchment area at all.

There are four reasons for this
increasing demand: the recession, which

where will the County put growing numbers of children in Thames Ditton?
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We have even more to celebrate in 2014, it’s our 5th Birthday and we are excited to be
sharing it with you! A big thank you to the local community, businesses and our supporters,
we are looking forward to seeing you in the coming months.

JANUARY
Whole Body Detox Plan!
Enjoy a month’s membership for
only £20 at our mini-gym and
receive 20% discount on our ‘calorie
calculator’ salads and refreshing
detox juices!

Quote:‘20-20’

JANUARY
Celebrate with us 
- £5 main course!
Join your local Holiday Inn for their
5th Birthday celebrations!
From 13th to 19th January we will
be offering a special menu at 2009
prices and on the 14th January, all
main courses will be only £5!* 

FEBRUARY  
14th - Valentine’s Day
Treat your loved one and join us 
on the most romantic day 
of the year.
£29.95 per person.
Includes 3 course dinner and a
glass of Prosecco.

FEBRUARY  
‘Schools Out’
KIDS EAT FREE
Kids under 12 eat FREE this
February half-term!
Great savings over lunch and 
dinner!

FEBRUARY 
Wedding Fair
FREE ENTRY
A must for every bride-to-be to 
create your perfect wedding day
plus 'win a wedding'.
Free admission.

MARCH
30th – Mother’s Day
One way to say a great big
‘Thank You Mum’!
£21.95 per person, Children up 
to the age of 8 eat for FREE,
9–12 half price.
Includes: 3 course carvery buffet
and professional framed family photo.

Holiday Inn London – Kingston South
Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5QQ
T: 020 8786 6565   events@hikingston.co.uk   www.hikingston.co.uk London – Kingston South 

CELEBRATE OUR 
5TH BIRTHDAY
WITH US!

CELEBRATE OUR 
5TH BIRTHDAY
WITH US!

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

AA ★★★★

*Special Birthday menu available throughout the week (13-19 Jan).
£5 main course (14 Jan) to be chosen from the special Birthday menu.

HIK 5th Anniv A5  20/11/13  9:19 am  Page 1
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means children who might previously
have gone to private secondary school
now cannot afford to; people moving into
the area; parents outside the area taking
advantage of the ‘sibling rule’; and the
rising birth rates. In recent years in our
district, more and more housing estates
and flats have been built, with disquieting
rumours of further applications floating
around, yet with no supporting sites
planned for new schools to accommodate
these increases. 

Next, we raised a petition on Surrey
County Council’s (SCC’s) website
requesting a school for Thames Ditton,
since places at Hinchley Wood can no
longer be guaranteed and other nearby
schools are already struggling to admit
children from their own areas let alone
consider anyone else. Please sign it at
w w w . p e t i t i o n s . s u r r e y c c . g o v . u k /
TDittonSchool. We raised awareness
with articles in the Surrey Advertiser,
greatly supported by journalist Kitty
Dann. We wrote to Linda Kemeny, SCC’s
Cabinet Minister for schools, who
acknowledged the problem, saying that
Esher High School will expand by 2
additional forms in 2015, adding 300
more places in the borough, although 30
of these places will be ring-fenced for
Claygate children. She also mentioned
new plans for a free school at Cobham,
and expansions at Rydens and Heathside,
which are hoped to relieve pressure on
Hinchley Wood. 

After further detailed examination of
facts, figures and projections by parents
and SCC, we joined forces with similar
groups from Long Ditton and East
Molesey, and met with Melanie Harris of

SCC in October where these statistics,
trends and plans were discussed. 

Melanie explained that she updates her
figures regularly from school census
numbers.  She said there are 4 secondary
schools currently in Elmbridge, with
Cobham Freeschool planned for 2014.
She explained that funding from Central
Government is falling, leaving SCC with
an expected shortfall of £165m or more
over the next 5 years for education
(although I have since been advised by
Dominic Raab that David Laws plans a
funding review in 2015 to address this
shortfall).

Next, we looked at SCC’s plans for
secondary school expansions. SCC plan
one extra form entry at Esher High in
2015, one at Heathside and another at
Rydens in 2016 (although Rydens, where
this year, 15% more children achieved
A-C GCSE grades, may not be an option
for children from the Dittons by this time
since this extra capacity may be allocated
to the large scale domestic developments
already being built around Rydens).
Other options are also being considered,
but SCC are truly struggling to find space
even for these expansions. They did say
they would support local parents in
starting up another Freeschool, but
admitted that there is no viable land.
Other sites they are considering, however,
are the Imbercourt Met Police site and
Chandlers Field (already a primary
school) in East Molesey, but there are
issues here too.

Finally, we covered some other points,
one being the fact that Hinchley Wood,
Rydens, Heathside and Esher High have
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agreed to collaborate on re-evaluating
their admissions criteria for future years,
rather than continuing to work in ‘silos’
as they have previously done. We are
expecting the resulting proposed changes
for next year to be published for
consultation between 1st November 2013
and 1st March 2014.

In conclusion we cannot be
complacent. We, as parents, must ensure

that standards continue to rise and that
there are sufficient places at good local
schools for our children. Surrey and
Elmbridge councils, for their parts, must
ensure there is no more unsustainable
housing development, and the schools
must continue to work together.

Louise McDonagh
Thames Ditton Secondary School

Action Group

Cheering Senior Citizens

Local charity
Concern and Help
for East Elmbridge
Retired (CHEER)
relieves social
isolation and tackles
poverty across our
borough. A recent
tea party at The Firs
in Claygate was a
huge success and
we hope to repeat
events like these in
other East Elm -
bridge sheltered
accommodation schemes. As well as group
events we offer one-to-one befriending. 

Our small but dedicated group of
volunteers regularly meets with
housebound older people to provide
companionship and support. The number
of people who would benefit from this
service is rising steadily and CHEER is

urgently looking to expand its volunteer
pool to keep up with demand. If you have
an hour a week to spare to pop in to see
an older person for a cup of tea and a
chat, we would love to hear from you.
Give CHEER a ring on 01372 879321 and
ask for Harry or Charlotte.

Charlotte Atkinson,
Assistant Manager

all the merrier
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It has been a while since there was an
update on the restoration of Milbourne
Pond and the reader could be forgiven for
thinking that things have ground to a halt.
This is not the case, and steady progress is
being made – albeit rather slow. The
issues are very complicated and it is vital
that the right decisions are made to ensure
the longevity of the pond for the
enjoyment of future generations. 

You will remember that Andrew
Roberts of the Residents’ Association
arranged a full hydrological survey of the
pond. This was carried out by a global
company (E.R.M Foundation) who very
generously did the work pro bono. The
report that they produced was impressive.

Much research and analysis had been
undertaken and their final recommend -
ation was that an impermeable artificial
liner would be the best solution – a liner
that would also have the ability to retain
vegetation and encourage wildlife. Some
re-profiling of the pond was also
recommended as well as a provision for
the top-up of the water levels as evidence
had shown that there was insufficient
runoff from the various inlets already
situated around the pond.

It was necessary to get Elmbridge
Borough Council to agree to the work and
a presentation was made to the
Countryside Consultative Group for their
consideration. 

25

Milbourne Pond

some of the residents who kindly give their time to pond maintenance
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Are you using a fully licensed agent?  

rent every month. There are lots of things to 
consider before you take the leap as a 
landlord. For example landlords who fail to 
comply with the tenancy deposit protection 
law face considerable risks. They could be 
forced to pay a fine of three times the deposit 
amount and limits will be placed on their 
ability to seek possession for as long as the 

knowing your responsibilities before you set 
out to avoid any problems in the future.  
Edgars is a fully licensed member of 
Government endorsed NALS (National 
Approved Lettings Scheme). The licensing 
requirements include client money 
protection, ring-fenced client accounts, 
professional indemnity insurance, access to 
independent redress through the Property 
Ombudsman Scheme as well as strict 
compliance with the Code of Conduct with 
spot check auditing. The world of lettings can 
be a minefield to a landlord who lets his 
property through an agent who has no 
industry organisation to back up their 
reputation and protect them. Make sure you 
avoid the pitfalls by using a fully licensed 
agent.  

 
 
 

 
 
Top Tips for Landlords  

Choose your tenants very, very, carefully. Once 
they are in possession of your property it will take 
time and possibly a court action to get them out 
again, if they prove unsatisfactory.  

Before letting, make sure that the property is in 
good repair and that the furniture and other 
contents comply with the various product safety 
legislation  
 
Top Tips for Tenants  

Be very careful who you share the property 
with, particularly if you are all signing the same 
tenancy agreement - by doing this you are making 
yourself liable for their share of the rent as well as 
your own, and also for the cost of any damage 
which they may do to the property. You should 
only sign a tenancy agreement with people you 
can trust.  

Don't sign the tenancy agreement unless you are 
absolutely certain you want to rent the property. 
Don't allow yourself to be hassled into signing 
against your better judgement, and before you 
have fully thought it through.  
 
And finally........ 
Edgars would like to   
wish everyone a very   
Happy Christmas 

 

Residential Lettings 
Management 
Overseas Sales 
Investments 

Free Valuations 
Honest & Professional Service 
Competitive fees/ no hidden 
extras 
Fully Licensed and accredited 

Shelletts House 
51 Portsmouth Road  

Thames Ditton KT7 0SY 
020 8398 8088  

info@edgarsproperty.com 
www.edgarsproperty.com 
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After due debate it was agreed that the
Residents’ Association could proceed
with a borehole to see if water in the
perched aquifer some 5m down was of
suitable quality. If so, the Association
could go ahead with the rest of the
project provided we secured funding. 

The total cost of the project (borehole,
electricity supply and pump, ground
work, installation and cost of the liner)
was considerable. Weston Green School
raised the magnificent sum of £1000
doing a sponsored walk earlier this year
and some of the proceeds from the
“Secret Gardens of Weston Green” have
also been earmarked for the restoration.
Money raised some years ago is also
being held in the “Milbourne Pond
Appeal Fund”. However, the total
amount was not sufficient for the whole
project and it was therefore agreed that
an application for the whole of the
funding be made to the SITA UK Trust.
All went well, with the various stages
being passed with relative ease.
Unfortunately the bid failed at the last
hurdle – the Board Meeting at which all
the bids were considered. It transpired
that there had been an inordinate number
of bids and Milbourne was rejected.

This has led to a rethink. We are still
investigating further funding from
another source but meanwhile we feel
that it is necessary to have a pro tem
solution. We have enough funds for a
borehole and electricity supply – two
crucial  elements without which we
cannot proceed. Andrew Roberts
consulted a pond expert and Cllr. Ruth
Bruce, Andrew and I have met with him,
on site, to discuss the various options.

A pond survey was undertaken on
11th October to ascertain the quality and
depth of the existing clay. If there is a
sufficient depth of clay that is of good
quality,  i t  may be possible to
mechanically re-puddle the clay once
again.  This,  together with the
installation of a borehole to provide the
necessary top-up of water,  would
hopefully result in a pond that holds
water, albeit perhaps only temporarily.
The water levels would then be
monitored for a season to see what
transpires. It must be acknowledged
however, that in order to provide a pond
that is  completely sustainable,  and
capable of supporting wildlife the pond
will have to be re-profiled. The present
‘saucer’ shape means that the water
evaporates very quickly. The success of
Marney’s Pond is partly attributable to
the fact that it is deeper than Milbourne. 

Meanwhile, regular maintenance of
the area is vital, and EBC does this
periodically. However, resources are
limited and we therefore had an
extremely successful and enjoyable
‘community day’ on Sunday 27th
October. Several local residents turned
out in wellies, armed with secateurs and
tree pruners, to clear all the overgrown
vegetation around the pond. This was
organised by Peter Dodge – a Weston
Green resident who has documented the
history of the pond and spent hours
caring for it over many years. I’m sure
that all Weston Green residents would
wish to thank Peter and all the volunteers
for their excellent work.

Residents’ Councillor Tannia Shipley
Weston Green
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FOR 
EVERYTHING 

IN 
LUXURY 

BATHROOMS 
& SHOWERS

• Full fi tting   
 service   
 available

• All heating 
 & plumbing 
 requirements

• Full central   
 heating   
 systems

• Boiler services 
 & repairs

• Burst pipes,  
 washing
 machines 
 & dishwashers

New Showroom
NOW OPEN

122 SUMMER ROAD
THAMES DITTON

SURREY 
KT7 0QP

020 8398 4324

FREE
DESIGN&

PLANNING

SERVICE

121 ANYARDS ROAD, COBHAM, SURREY KT11 2LJ
TEL: 01932 866471 / 868523

Open: 
Monday to 

Friday 
8am to 5pm

Saturday 
9.30am
to 3pm
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From Thames Ditton,
or more precisely
Weston Green, we can
get glimpses of slavery
on West Indian plant -
ations. For as well as
letters between Robert
Taylor, the slave-trading
owner of Ember Court
and his cousin Simon
Taylor, the immensely
rich attorney and
plantation owner in
Jamaica, which have
been well studied, there
is surviving corres -
pondence of the Lambert
family in Weston Green
with their agents in
Jamaica. These letters
had been sitting
unstudied in an old
copy-book until I came
across them.

The Lamberts’ ancestors had been
French Huguenot merchants, growing rich
in the 1600s. I do not know precisely
what was their area of merchanting.  The
odds are on trade with the West Indies in
view of deep and abiding family
connections with, in particular, Jamaica
and its plantocracy. In the mid-1700s
there is a firmer trace of Capt. Robert
Lambert's father, Sir John Lambert the
second Baronet, as a Paris-based financier

of the Societé pour la Rivière de
Sierralionne, whose objective was to
procure slaves for the French plantations
in Guadeloupe and Saint Domingue
(present-day Haiti). At least 7,500 slaves
were procured and shipped for this
company, with payments being made
through Sir John.

Capt. Robert Lambert had to earn his
own living and joined the Royal Navy.
He married 16-year-old Catherine

29

Thames Ditton’s Taint of Slavery
part II

the Winchester Estate (green) in eastern Jamaica which Catherine
Lambert inherited. Note that at bottom right of the inset we have a

Hampton Court Estate
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Byndloss in 1768. She was born in
Jamaica, in St. Catherine’s parish, and
later came to the UK where it seems
likely that she was living with the Morant
family in Hampshire. The Byndloss and
the Morant families were part of the
Jamaican plantocracy from the earliest
days of British settlement on that island.
When Capt. Lambert retired from the
Navy on a pension of £200 a year, plus
interest of about £750 p.a. from savings,
he had seven children to provide for. It
must have come as a welcome
development that in 1796 Catherine’s
uncle, Thomas Cussans – from another
planting family of long standing in
Jamaica – left her his plantation
producing sugar and rum at Westminster
Estate, plus Hopewell Hall Pen
(livestock), on the south bank of the
Plantain Garden River in the eastern part
of the island.

The inheritance was not without
problems. There were disputes in
Chancery concerning whether Cussans'
mother had had the right to bequeath the
estate to him to dispose of to Catherine or
whether there were entailments; there
were mortgage and other claims. There
were long-running disputes over water
and territory with Chaloner Arcedekne,
the owner of the adjacent Golden Grove
plantation, for whom Simon Taylor acted.
The boundary dispute was not settled until
1826, by which time Capt. Robert
Lambert was long dead and Catherine had
taken upon herself alone the responsibility
of administering the estate through direct
correspondence with her agent in Jamaica
and via Maitlands in London, who
handled the shipping, insurance and sales
of sugar and rum.

From the correspondence it is
abundantly clear that a slave plantation
was not, by this period, an unmitigated
financial or other blessing.  In fact it was
a succession of real headaches.
Correspondence and the transport of
goods by sailing vessels was disrupted by
war and storm. Market prices were
volatile. Even when their agent on the
island was a family friend, the Lamberts
were clearly concerned that they might be
diddled, for in many years the
plantation’s expenses were more than the
income it produced. Indeed, in every
other letter there are admonishments and
pleas. For instance: 

“the Bills already drawn amount to
above £2000 Sterling, the supplies sent
out will be as much, the annuities
amounting to nearly as much must be
paid, besides freight, Taxes, Insurance &
Commission &c., all this forms a
considerable sum more than the produce
of the Estate can pay this year, which with
my large family to maintain obliges me to
be as circumspect as I possibly can,”
wrote Capt. Lambert in December 1799.
And two months later, after remonstrating
about expenses and the unauthorized
purchase of mules and cattle:  

“Messrs. Maitland have inform’d me
they are already several thousand pounds
in advance for the Estate; judge then what
a disappointment to me who has a horror
of being in Debt to find that it must be
considerably increased by the sums laid
out in Jamaica this year… You must Dear
Sir be sensible how mortifying it is so
large and good a property should, so far
from yielding me a shilling, lead me
considerably into Debt.”
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There were also headaches with staff
the Lamberts recruited and sent out: a
book-keeper from Scotland (“thinking
the young Men in  general  bet ter
qualified for that purpose that come
from that country”), and a carpenter
and family who fel l  out  with the
overseer and absconded from the estate.
Financial strains led the Lamberts to let
their  (second London) house at
Cavendish Square and base themselves
principally at Weston Green. At the
beginning of 1800 Capt. L. wrote: “We
are now settled here, the country is
delightful and I have already found a
considerable  Improvement  in  my
Health.”

But what of the slaves themselves?
Over 380 human lives were entered in

the books along with livestock. There
are abundant references in the
correspondence to the Lamberts’ desire
that they should be well treated. Extracts: 

“I am glad to hear the Negroes appear
satisfied and that you have discharged the
Overseer Mr. Maxwell from Winchester if
you disapproved of his Measures, and
that by his Conduct he contributed to
render them dissatisfied. If the Negroes
you mention as wishing to buy their
Freedom belong to Winchester, I beg you
to do as you judge proper about it. It
would certainly be better to purchase two
new Negroes, than to keep those who are
able and willing to alter their situation.”

“I am sorry to observe charges for
Runaway Negroes, you do not assign the

cutting sugar cane
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specialist advice for
individuals and businesses

www.russell-cooke.co.uk+44 (0)20 8546 6111

Brittain Hadley is an independent 
and professional fi rm of Chartered 
Building Surveyors offering the 
following services:

 Residential Surveys and RICS 
Condition Reports

 Project Management of 
refurbishment, new build and 
extensions 

 Party Wall Awards 
 Planning applications for residential 

and commercial premises 
 Architectural drawing and design 

services
 Specifi cation of works and building 

contract administration
 Dilapidations acting on behalf of 

landlord or tenant
 Advisors on sustainability matters

Tel 020 8742 7704   E-mail info@brittainhadley.co.uk   
Barley Mow Centre, Chiswick W4 4PH
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cause of their discontent, but am sure
Dear Sir, your Humanity will lead you to
give directions to those that are over
them, that they may be treated with as
little harshness as their situation will
admit of; I have desired Messrs Maitland
to send out some Blankets and Shawl
handkerchiefs for the Women and will
thank you to have them distributed from
us as a Reward to those who best deserve
it or Encouragement to others.”

On health: “I hope the Negroes in
general are in good Condition”… “I hope
the Negroes will soon recover from the
loathsome disorder you mention” (yaws).
And when production was down because
of bad weather plus 40 slaves under
inoculation at crop time: “I shall be very
glad to hear they have got well over the
Smallpox.”

“I was concerned to hear of the
disaster which has happened to one of the
Trash Houses being consumed by Fire;
you do not mention if you have discovered
by what accident it happened… hope it
could not have been purposely done by
any Evil minded Person… perfectly agree
with you that those Negroes who exerted
themselves to extinguish it should be
properly rewarded.”

The correspondence continued in
similar vein when, with Capt. Robert

suffering from gout and spasms from
kidney stones, a year away from death,
Catherine took on the task. When she died
in 1832, their eldest son Admiral Robert
Lambert took over, again from Weston
House, although his was just one share of
the estate among the siblings. He was
among those in the country lobbying for
“the Preservation of the British West
India Colonies,” while at the same time a
member of the Vestry in Thames Ditton,
where St. Nicholas was among many
parishes throughout the country that
petitioned the House of Lords for the
abolition of slavery in the colonies. At the
end of August 1833 abolition was finally
enacted. The settlement that was
negotiated with the plantocratic lobby,
strongly represented in Parliament,  bound
the newly “freed” slaves to indentured
labour for a few more years. £20 million
in compensation was paid from public
funds to former slave-owners. University
College London has recently put details
online in a publicly accessible database
entitled “Legacy of British Slavery”. In it
I found Vice Admiral Robert Stuart
Lambert, awarded £5,125 15s 3d in
compensation for 275 slaves at the
Winchester Estate.

Now much has been made of Britain’s
involvement with slavery, and it is
clearly uncomfortable to the idealist

Capt. Lambert's copybook: 381 Negroes numbered with mules and steers as Stock on the Estate
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conscience that slave owners were
compensated by the British taxpayer, and
that a transitional period of indenture or
“apprenticeship” was enforced without
redress on the slaves being emancipated.
But it is quite remarkable that with such
vested interests at stake, and with trade
from the plantations being a very
significant contribution to the economy,
Parliament acted to end it, and in a fairly
orderly manner. Just as 26 years earlier, it
had been Britain that ended the slave
trade and then set the Navy to catch and
punish offenders. These worthy acts were
not imposed on this country, but stemmed
from liberal conscience within it, given
force and focus by William Wilberforce,
an Independent Member of Parliament,
who died shortly before his Bill was
enacted under the Whigs and whose
distant relative, Martin Wilberforce
(a Vice-Chairman of the Residents’
Association) lives here in Thames Ditton. 

The Winchester estate itself passed to
Admiral Robert Lambert’s surviving
brothers. By the time General Sir John
Lambert, who had married a Morant, died
at Weston House it had been sold on and
his will refers to an annuity of £1000 a
year entailed upon it.

Reading and researching the
correspondence made me reflect deeply.
In the Lamberts of Weston Green we
have an upright and engaging family
with many virtues. They fought for this
country, repeatedly, and one was killed
in action, another wounded, the husband
of another died at Waterloo. They were
not poor, but neither were they stinking
rich.  From Catherine’s diaries, at home
they were a close, loving family,

sympathetic, charitable, churchgoing,
good sorts, kind to their many friends,
intelligent, well-informed, lovers of
gardens and gardening, and supporters of
progressive thinking (Capt. Robert
Lambert campaigned for the Whigs).
And yet here they were, the owners of
slaves. They didn’t sell Catherine’s
inheritance or question its dependence on
slavery, a status accepted in the Bible’s
Old Testament. They took a benevolent
view of ownership, and they remained at
a distance from the brutal realities of
bondage. The Lamberts were friends
with the slave-owning and trading
Taylors of Ember Court, with Charles
Ellis at Claremont and with a host of
planter families in this neighbourhood
and London. Clearly the circles in which
they moved took slavery for granted, a
fact of life; probably thought “negroes”
suited to the condition, despite the
gathering conscience of the nation.  

Today, we all find that slavery was
and is abhorrent, and recoil from it. I
wonder what things we do in the present
time that will be regarded with horror by
our descendants? Owning a second home
while so many go homeless? Using
precious water on the lawn? From a
convenient distance exploiting the
sweatshops of Bangladesh via our cheap
clothing chains, all glass and chrome and
profit? Buying a yacht for recreation
while others starve to death? Or will it be
something else? 

Something that now we all take for
granted.

Keith Evetts
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To misspell  a word might be an
accidental slip, but increasingly I see
words and phrases parroted or
transposed where clearly the author has
no idea of their  origin and their
meaning. This is a serious matter. The
language, enfeebled by sloppy use, is
losing its teeth. Small wonder that the
OECD ranked Britain’s youngsters 21st
out of 24 developed nations for literacy.
We are setting them a bad example.

I don’t just mean those deadening
clichés: you know, the eye-watering
elephant in the room kicking the can
down the road going forward. Nor the
mangled metaphors of Jeremy Warner,
assistant editor of the Daily Telegraph:
“Britain is caught in the cross-hairs of
these agonised birth pangs.” Enough to
make anyone pant as they pull  the
trigger. Nor the overuse by advertising
copywriters of gushing modifiers such
as “incredibly” or “fantastic” to
describe something which is most
certainly not credible,  and most
definitely fantasy. Accurate, I suppose,
but not as they intended.

Nor those classic ambiguous howlers
lately in the newspapers: “Victim found
strangled to death by police officers in
house in Milton Keynes” (Daily Mail),
or in the Guardian, by Stephanie Merritt:
“When I was a teenager, I thought of
killing myself. Now there’s help.”

What I have in mind are maladroit
words or phrases, repeated without
understanding or unthinkingly spelt from
the wrong root, and other laughable
idiocies and juxtapositions. That, to quote
one unwitting journalist, “follow the
heard.” Yet they can bring merriment to
one’s day, and provoke zany
contemplation. “Anyone can mussel in,” a
Guardian commentator wrote, quite
unshellfishly. When you read the remarks
on the accidental death of a bottlenose
dolphin by a marine conservation officer:
“These creatures are insanely intelligent.
They are not like wild animals with little
intelligence” – you are driven to reflect

The Suppository of Wisdom
and other laxities

wisdom used to come as pearls, but now…
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that insanity is just one letter away from
inanity.

Politics and economics yield more than
their share. An analyst at Berenberg
commented delphically about “certain
uncertainties” surrounding the euro,
while at Hargreaves Lansdown, investors
were waiting “with baited breath” –
something smells fishy there. Laughter
abated, my eyes were moist as I read of
“a two-teared strategy” for economic
growth. I noted, with a taxpayer’s
righteous outrage, a Telegraph reference
to “the Chancellor’s immoral soul” (they
ought to know), and that “the time has
past for Cypriot politicians to get some
steal in their veins.” And Jeremy Warner
again, about the debt ceiling fiasco in
Washington: “The US is wrecklessly
throwing away its future.” Frankly, it
looked more like a wreck to me. Even
Reuters wrote with reckless inattention in
a headline: “Spain widely seen as a taste
case for Europe’s economic policy.”
Perhaps this was, as one commentator put
it beautifully, “reverting to tripe.” He
might have been “a Member of the
Bored” – Telegraph Business section
again.

I must try not to be lax myself.
Australia’s new Prime Minister attacked
his predecessor during elections thus: “No
one, however smart, however well-
educated, however experienced, is the
suppository of all wisdom.” A gaffe
which made him the butt, shall we say, of
humour worldwide. A suppository of
wisdom conceivably leads to
platitudinous diarrhoea, or, in Australia,
to an unusual reptile, the “croc of shit”
cited by an illiterate commentator; one of

many who, like cyclists, “pedal their
abuse.” For sceptics like me, who peddle
only the purest truth, Rightmove’s
property pages had just the thing at a
cottage in rural Ireland: “a sceptic tank.”

Discharging the scatological and the
septic, now turning to inadvertent sexual
themes, another Telegraph commentator
writes of “running the gamete” –
something one tried to do every weekend
as a student. Two gametes make a zygote,
as I recall, if you don't take precautions.
The full gamut of newspaper illiteracy
even runs to “more honoured in the
breech” – a phrase which brings to mind
several former colleagues of ambivalent
orientation. Shakespeare would have
guffawed.

I hope that our beloved language has
one last roll of the dice “in the throws of
death.” Meanwhile I fret that I may never
get to find the location of the
“wherewolf,” about which I have so often
read (in throes of laughter). To my joy as
a conservator of the increasingly rare
werewolf, there is actually a clothing
company called “Wearwolf” – perhaps for
a “wolf in cheap clothing” to wear once
in a blue moon.

Our schools should read this article and
act. Get pupils to look things up on their
smartphones. Teachers too.  It's time they
were educated. Now that would be, as yet
another Telegraph commentator wrote, “a
turnip for the books.”

Malcolm A. Propos

Visiting Professor of  Etymological
Malfeasance and Unorthography
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R P Brown
Est. 1968 – Traditional, reliable, and conscientious local plumber

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers 

Approved member of Surrey C.C.Trading Standards ʼBuy with Confidenceʼ Scheme

No call out charge and no minimum charge, free written estimates,
one year parts and labour guarantee, full public liability insurance.

Tel: 020 8398 0207 Mobile: 07973 636672

56 Speer Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0PW 

www.plumb-master.co.uk – e-mail info@plumb-master.co.uk

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

www.sarahfinney.com 0208 546 4311   

Affordable. Local. Creative.

Study

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Storage

Colours

Lighting

Flooring

Curtains

Joinery

Furniture

Advice
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THE THEATRE IN THAMES DITTON

Friday 10 & Saturday 11 January 7.30 pm
Charles Court Opera present

BUTTONS Another Cinderella story
Sponsored by Dairy Crest

“…no ordinary pantomime… 1 laughed myself
silly… priceless” – Daily Telegraph

TICKETS FRIDAY £12.50,
and SATURDAY £36 including 3 course dinner

in aid of Thames Ditton Hospital Appeal
from Karen Randolph 020 8398 5005

Friday 14 February 7.30 pm
Mike Leigh’s musical drama film

TOPSY TURVY
with Jim Broadbent, Timothy Spall and Lesley Manville
In partnership with Thames Ditton United Reform
Church, the award winning film telling the story of
W.S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan’s creative conflict

during the writing of “The Mikado”
TICKETS £6

Tuesday 25 February 8.00 pm
Royston Pike Lecture

SECRET CLASSROOMS:
A Window on the Cold War

John Lyon, former Intelligence Corps officer, on the
political, military and personal aspects of how

Britain tried to remedy our intelligence deficiencies
early in the Cold War.

TICKETS £2 at the door     Bar open 7.30 pm

Friday 28 February 8.00 pm
COLIN STONE (piano) & SAGI HARTOV (cello)
Two world class musicians from the London Mozart

Trio play Mendelssohn’s Cello Sonata No. 2 in D
major and Grieg’s Cello Sonata

TICKETS £12.50    (under 16 years free)

Saturday 15 March 7.30 pm
The Rosemary Branch Theatre presents

JANE EYRE
Orphaned Jane Eyre emerges from charity school to

seek her fortune as governess to the ward of the
enigmatic Mr. Rochester. “the gothic world of
Charlotte Bronte’s novel in this piece of fringe

theatre at its best” – The Stage
TICKETS £12.50  For ages 11 years up

Sunday 30 March 7.30 pm     Strictly Sunday
JAZZ ON A SPRING EVENING

Jake Fryer – Ronnie Scotts and the London Jazz
Festival and his top line-up of trumpet, saxophone,

trombone, full rhythm section and guest vocalist play
classics by Duke Ellington, Cole Porter, Gershwin...

TICKETS £11 (under 16 years free)

YOUNG PEOPLE’S THEATRE
Tuesday 14 January 1.30 pm

Wednesday 15 January 10.00 am & 1.30 pm
Proteus Theatre presents

ALICE IN WONDERLAND
Lewis Carroll’s classic tale of Alice’s adventures

brought to life in a magical production fusing circus,
puppetry and music.

TICKETS £6

Saturday 8 February 2.30 pm
Noisy Oyster presents

DANGEROUS DAVE
Dangerous Dave and side-kick puppet “Herbert

Lemon” present some of the most mind-bendingly
zany stunts ever performed. Marvel at the fearless

inhuman Canon Ball.. Inimitable street theatre. 
For 4 - 10 years.

TICKETS £6 Carpet / £8 Seat

Saturday 8 March 11.30 am & 2.30 pm
Little Angel Theatre present

SLEEPING BEAUTY IN THE WOODS
The Brothers Grimm fairy tale of the wicked fairy’s

spell cast at the baby princess’ christening –
dreamlike fantasy of palaces and forests, ogres and
fairies, princes and babes. With puppets, film and

music. “Witty, ingenious and romantic” – Time Out.
For 3 - 6 years

TICKETS £6 Carpet / £8 Seat
Tickets for all shows from Joan Leifer

Tel: 0844 884 8832 and Bradley + Brown, 
50 High Street, Thames Ditton

To hire the Vera Fletcher Hall contact Manager
Helen Mason Tel: 08456 528 829

www.verafletcherhall.co.uk

AT THE VERA FLETCHER HALL
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An independent co-educational school for pupils aged 2½ to 18 years

www.claremont-school.co.uk

School visits
Prospective families are welcome 
to visit the School. 
Pre-Prep and Nursery 2½ - 7 year olds
Prep 7 - 11 year olds
Senior 11 - 18 year olds

For further information about Open Mornings or 
to arrange an appointment please tel: 01372 473624
or email: info@claremont.surrey.sch.uk
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Winter Crossword
By Michael Jackson

The first three correct entries
randomly opened after the
closing date of 7 February
2014 will win a £5 voucher to
spend in local shops.

Please send the completed
puzzle (or photocopy)
enclosing your name and
address, with the envelope
clearly marked ‘Crossword
Competition’,  to:

Thames Ditton Today

Crossword Competition

6 Church Walk

Thames Ditton

KT7 0NW

ACROSS
1. Pleasure: flying my Jet, none better (9)

6. A stiffener (5)

9. Captivate (7)

10. Bantu’s throwing spear (7)

11. Yucatan's fibre and port (5)

12. You can see the horizon starts, but then there
is ......... (2,3,2,2)

13. A unit of weight (5)

14. Teach in the glen for a change (9)

17. Time for tan, one hopes it’s sunny (9)

18. Lady using branch for 4 down? (5)

19. Letters marked C.O.D. sets P.O. problems?
– no, but these do help (9)

22. Printer’s daggers (5)

24. Site of the Alhambra (7)

25. King’s daughter a get-out for amazed
Theseus (7)

26. Student’s formal leave of absence (5)

27. We're on a roll at Esher (9)

DOWN
1. These odds aren’t odd (5)

2. He could eat no fat (4,5)

3. Book at ‘Early Rate’ for use 12 months hence
(4,5)

4. For friendly understanding we need
tolerance; it does help (7,8)

5. The strategy will come after Hempstead’s
canal conversion (6,9)

6. ...and founded on river beds a good standard
will be maintained (5)

7. There’s always trouble in ragbag groupies (5)

8. State of being (9)

13. Change map to locate sparkling region (9)

15. ‘Rocker’, to find oil, gets go ahead to start
drilling (9)

16. Charlie was one on a Wellington,
Halifax et. al. (4-5)

20. Bond’s request – not to stir (5)

21. A hundred on a float see a boat (5)

23. Recipe of Delia can be perfect (5)
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www.cbt-surrey.co.uk

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy

Simon Simpson  

MSc MAREBT BABCP

07801 450 477BABCP

Registered with Bupa 
and all major insurance 
companies

Expert, confidential help with:

Seven generations of our family have
been helping and advising local
families in their time of need.

For over 225 years we have provided
both modest and traditional funerals
with understanding and compassion,

when you need it most.

Thames Ditton: 37 High Street (020) 8398 4586
Serving:The Dittons, Claygate, Esher, Molesey andWalton

www.lodgebrothers.co.uk

the family you
can turn to Funeral Directors &

Memorial Stonemasons

Ask about our
Pre-Payment
Funeral Plans
Custodian Trustee:
HSBC Trust Co. (UK) Ltd.
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Solution to the Autumn Crossword
by Maureen Willcox

Congratulations to the sole winner

who receives a £5 voucher:

Rosemary Scotton

29 Church Walk

Thames Ditton

KT7 0NP

THAMES DITTON UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH

Speer Road – close to
Thames Ditton station

Services at 10.45 on Sundays
Secretary: Mrs Linda Lambert

Tel: 020 8398 1476
Email: lindanmlambert@aol.com

WELCOME TO ALL
Find us at http://www.tdurc.org.uk

Hall bookings telephone:
020 8224 6396
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SERVICES

Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired) Harry Livesey 01372 879321

Dittons and Weston Green Neighbourcare Avril Ashworth 020 8398 7521

Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services

Thames Ditton Centre for Retired People Mon & Thurs 020 8398 5921

Thames Ditton Children’s Centre Tues, Weds, Fri 020 8398 3772

Meals on Wheels, Community Transport, Dial-a-Ride, ask for service at central

Alarm & Telecare services, Relief Carers switchboard 01372 474474

Homesupport Elmbridge Pam Howard (Manager) 01932 252204

Esher and District Stroke Club Ann Pollock 020 8398 6132

Voluntary Action Elmbridge Sally Dubery 01372 463587

Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service Elmbridge Area 020 8979 8334

GROUPS

Girl Guiding in TD & WG Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300

1st Thames Ditton Brownies Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628

3rd Thames Ditton Brownies Deborah Daoud 020 8398 5521

2nd Thames Ditton Rainbows Nicki Sutherland  020 8398 4202

1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group Alan Nolan-Davies 0844 414 2826

1st Weston Green Guides  (All Saints) Mrs. Louise Lewis 020 8398 4843

2nd Thames Ditton Guides Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628

1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints) Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300

2nd Weston Green Brownies Mrs J Epps 020 8395 0595

1st Weston Green Rainbows Mrs Helen Hill 020 8398 3135

4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts Alison Derrick 020 8398 0041

Dittons Scout Group Laura Clarke 020 8398 3447

Coffee and chat (United Reformed Church) Mrs. E. Barker 01372 467491

Emberbrook Trefoil Guild Mrs. Adrienne Nealing 020 8398 5582

Friends of Bushey and Home Parks Jean Smith 020 8977 9391

Friends of Walsingham Care Miss Valerie Chicken 020 8398 2932

Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch Chairman: Pat Farmiloe 020 8398 2787

Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church) Information 020 8398 7211

Ripieno Choir Nick Harris 020 8399 7231

Surrey Bell-ringers Nick Pattenden Nick@FSLimited.com 

CLUBS

Albany Motor Yacht Club Secretary 01784 466651

Arts and Heritage Club Carol Butcher 01932 867511

Claremont PROBUS Club Mr. P. Collins 020 8398 3125

Claygate Bridge Club Hon. Secretary 020 8398 1710

Colets Health & Fitness Giordano Orsini 020 8398 7108

Dittons Skiff and Punting Club Hon Secretary 07710 139417

Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion Hon Secretary 020 8398 6263

Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club Anne Segall 020 8941 4528

Ember Sports Club Zenda Hedges 020 8398 7038

SERVICES, CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND GROUPS
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Ember Sports Club: Bowls Sylvia Jones 01932 788701

Ember Sports Club: Croquet Dr. David Cooke 01932 862841

Ember Sports Club: Tennis Annabel Duncan 020 8786 6318

Esher Bowling Club Roger Cooper 01372 468109

Esher Bridge Centre Paul Whicker 01372 460157

Esher Camera Club Billy Buchanan 020 8398 3169

Esher 41 and Ex-Round Tablers' Club Dr. R. Tudor-Williams 020 8398 0108

Folk Dance Club Pam Phillips 01372 373745

Hinchley Wood / Dittons PROBUS Club Geoff Francis 01932 867771

Long Ditton Cricket Club Nigel Hardy 020 8398 8361

Long Ditton Garden Club Heather Harvey 020 8398 2642

Model Railway Society (Hampton Court) Secretary 01932 241224

Mothers Union (All Saints) Jill Cotter 020 8398 4598

Old Cranleighan Rugby Club Tony Price 07801 837129

Old Cranleighan Hockey Club Eds Copleston (Men) 07775 940703

Helen Hawes (Ladies) 07771 557900

River Club (BMYC) David Walker 0870 460 3586

Rotary Club, Esher Geoff Morris 01932 868454

Rubber Bridge TD Lawn Tennis Club Val 020 8399 9972

Surbiton Croquet Club Alec Thomas 020 8398 2391

Surbiton Golf Club Secretary 020 8398 3101

Surbiton Hockey Club Secretary 020 8398 2401

Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club Chris Lewis 07770 562569

Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club Mark Rodbard 020 8398 1551

Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets) Dave Peck 020 8398 7108

Thames Ditton Cricket Club Howard Frish (Secretary) 07947 561449

Thames Ditton Marquetry Group Jasmine Berry 020 8398 4358 

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Ember Choral Society Linda Bridges 020 8399 5402

Esher Recorded Music Society Miss S. M. Garrat 020 8398 8541

Esher and Molesey Garden Society Chris Walker (Sec) 020 8398 6651

Esher and District Amnesty International Cherry Eddy (Campaigns) 020 8398 4377

Hampton Court Way Allotment Association Lettings: Piotr Hennig 020 8398 5358

Long Ditton Youth Club Toni Izard 07749 633973

Lynwood Allotment Society Louise Flaig 020 8398 7704

Molesey and District Antiques Society Linda Lambert 020 8398 1476

NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts)  Kingston Mrs. Valerie Windsor 020 8549 9967

Soroptimist International (Kingston District ) Secretary: Pat Harman 020 8390 3507

Thames Ditton Women's Institute (W.I.) Secretary 020 8398 8615

OTHER

Cancer Research UK Mrs. Vivienne Harris 020 8398 6787

Elmbridge Fairtrade Network Judy Porter 020 8398 6401

University of the Third Age (U3A) Hon Sec Anne Brown 01932 881633

Vera Fletcher Hall Lettings: Helen Mason 08456 528 529

Membership: Sue Morris 020 8224 0980

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings
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Some 1700 years ago German monks
played a game throwing stones at a club
until they knocked it over. The club or
kegel, which is said to have represented
temptation, developed into the “kittle-
pins,” or skittles, that became an
immensely popular diversion in the ale-
houses of England. So much so that it
distracted citizens from obligatory
archery practice. This led Edward III to
ban the game in 1366, a ban extended by
Richard II (1388), Edward IV (1477) and
Henry VIII in 1511, 1535 and yet again
in his 1541: “Bill for the maintaining
Artillery, and the Debarring of unlawful
games.” Henry, however, had a private
bowling alley built for himself at
Whitehall Palace. In 1728 and 1745,
additional laws against skittles were
passed by George II.

Records of the Surrey Quarter
Sessions reveal a letter by William
Hatton from Molesey, 15 July 1718, on
behalf of his friend and neighbour, inn-
keeper Henry Lee, indicted for keeping
nine pins. Hatton argued that this was
merely a malicious prosecution: “‘tis an
angry prosecution by reason all ale
house keepers have nine pins in our
hundred.”

In 1773 A. Jones in “The Art of
Playing Skittles” urged all publicans to
“adorn their grounds with every requisite
advantage in order to encourage as much
as possible this useful and salutary
game.” Indeed skittles again became a
popular game in pubs in the vicinity of

London, where the pins were larger and
heavier than elsewhere.  Many skittle
clubs were established along the Thames
including, in Thames Ditton, at the
Angel.

Now I have no proof of the pro -
venance of the impressive old nine pins
(photo) in the possession of Dittons
Scouts, and an enquiry of the Scouts
drew a blank; but a distinct possibility is
that they came from the Angel. When, is
not known – but Rome Attwell who
founded scouting in Thames Ditton, had a
butcher shop on Thorkill Road, and lived
with his mother at 21 Angel Road, might
be a contender for the link?

Keith Evetts

46

skittles represented temptation to early monks
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wow!
Two ways
to treat
your Pet

www.beechhousevets.com

Beech House Veterinary Centre,
Milbourne Stores, Weston Green,

Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0JX

Consulting Hours 
Monday - Friday

To keep them happy, play with them,
exercise them, give them loads of
praise and cuddles and spoil them

with some special treats and toys.  So
pop into the “Beech House Pet Stop”
for a wide selection of the very best.
(All the products and food we sell have been carefully

chosen with your pet’s best well-being in mind.)

Beech House Veterinary Centre -
Passionate about Healthy, Happy Pets

To keep them healthy, pets should be seen
at least once every 12-months by a vet.  So
why not bring them along to Beech House,
Thames Ditton for their regular health
checks.  This way, we can detect potential
illnesses early and nip them in the bud.

Our easy parking, fresh, modern & involving
premises and professional engaging team will
greet you each visit, making your whole
experience more enjoyable.

Prevention, we think, is better than Cure.

Regular health checks will
ensure a longer, healthier 

and happier life.

Ring now to book 
020 8398 4752
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Weston Green
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Well-Pet Centres also at:
Hersham
01932 220768
Cobham
01932 868688
Shepperton
01932 222257HERSHAM
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ARIES CONSTRUCTION LLP

Tel: 020 8941 9191
Mobile: 07836 608086
www.ariesconstruction.co.uk

Email: aries.construct@hotmail.co.uk

GENERAL BUILDING

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS

FULL PLANNING & DRAWING SERVICES

ROOFING : PLUMBING : ELECTRICAL

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REFURBISHMENT

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL REDECORATION

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

INSURANCE CLAIMS : FIRE, FLOOD, STORM DAMAGE

SUBSIDENCE AND UNDERPINNING

PLASTERING & RENDERING

GROUNDWORKS & DRAINAGE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

13 Thames Court, Victoria Avenue 

West Molesey, Surrey KT8 1TP

Free Estimates – Fast, Efficient, Friendly Service

Local References Available

Published by the Thames Ditton and Weston Green Residents  ̓Association
Printed by Impress Print Services Ltd., Unit 10, 19 Lyon Road, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 3PU
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