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Orthodontics for Children & Adults
Jane Eden BDS(Lon), MSc(Lon), MOrth, RCS(Eng)
Fraser McDonald BDS(Lon), MSc(Lon), PhD, MOrth, RCS(Eng)

• Gentle, caring and friendly environment
• Evening appointments
• Easy Parking

020 8398 602724 hour answerphone

Web: www.weston-green-orthodontics.co.uk   E-mail: wgop@jeden.freeserve.co.uk

Private practice:
Yewhurst
Weston Green
Thames Ditton
Surrey 
KT7 0JZ

NHS practices: (up to 16 years)
St John’s Health Centre 
Oak Lane  Twickenham TW1 3PH
Hampton Clinic
Tangley Park Road
Hampton  Nurserylands  TW12 3YH
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The Old Slaughter House
(Stag’s Court)

Probably the oldest (1580) secular
building in the village, this barn became a
slaughter house in the 18th century.
Richard ‘Dickie’ Porter, the Royal Deer
Catcher, rented it together with a
butcher’s shop in the High Street – now
Stitchery.

Cesar Picton, Picton House
Cesar Picton was brought to Britain

from Senegal as a six year-old slave and
was well-treated and endowed by the
aristocratic family to which he was given.
He later amassed a considerable fortune
as a coal merchant in Kingston, bought
the imposing and delightful Picton House
in the High St. in 1816 and retired here
until he died in 1836.

Hannibal Speer,
Old Manor House

Hannibal Speer was lord of the Manor
of Weston and a key benefactor to the
villages.  He gave the drinking Fountain at
the Boyle Farm roundabout, land for the
Village Hall in Embercourt Road; land for
the Cottage Hospital; and on long lease
for the Lawn Tennis Club, both situated in
Weston Green Road. He  built and lived in
the Old Manor House, Station Road,
originally known as West End Lodge,
from 1880.

Peter Willans, Maybury Lodge
In the late 1800s Peter Willans, who

lived at Maybury Lodge in the High
Street, was famous for the design and
manufacture of the high speed
reciprocating steam engine at Ferry
Works.  Another Willans engine powered

early dynamos to light, for example, the
Burgtheater and State Opera in Vienna. 

Arthur Brian Burton, the old
Foundry, Summer Road

In the late 1800s, as Cox and Sons, the
Foundry cast bronze statuary by leading
sculptors. Its greatest works were
produced under Burton’s long stewardship
as manager from 1900-1933 including the
huge Peace Quadriga at Hyde Park Corner
and Eros in Piccadilly Circus. 

Lord St. Leonards, Boyle Farm

Born Edward Burtenshaw Sugden in
1781, son of a London hairdresser,
Edward became Britain’s highest earning
barrister.  MP for Weymouth from 1828,
he was made Solicitor-General, knighted
under the Duke of Wellington, and rose to
be Chancellor. He bought Boyle Farm as
his home and took a great interest in the
village.

The list will be refined as we consider
exactly where plaques should be
positioned, and seek owners’ permission.
When plaques are mounted, fuller
background on each will appear here.

Others such as the Milk Marketing
Board and Sir Sydney Camm, designer of
the Hawker Hurricane, have been
nominated and more would be welcomed,
particularly from Weston Green residents.
This is just the beginning of a project that
we hope eventually will lead to historic
walks round the villages along ‘blue
plaque’ routes, to keep our history alive
for those who come after.

Tricia Bland
Hon. Sec.
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TREE 
SURGERY
LOYNTON & CO

TREE SURGEONS

FULLY QUALIFIED FULLY INSURED
(Royal Forestry Society)

ALL TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:-
• STUMP GRINDING • FELLING • CROWN REDUCTION • 

• THINNING • HEDGEROWS • PLANTING•
FOR A FREE QUOTE PLEASE CALL

Office: 01276 855211
Mobile: 07796 548 437

WE ALSO OFFER A GARDEN CLEARANCE SERVICE
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A Century of Dittons Scouting

The Dittons Scout Group began 100
years ago and will celebrate this milestone
with events during 2009/10.  The Scout
Troop was formally registered in
September 1910 under the Leadership of
Rome Attwell, who was to be the driving
force behind the Group for the next 38
years. Meetings of boys had been taking
place under a lamp post on the north side
of Giggs Hill Green. When Rome Attwell
was persuaded to help they moved to a
corrugated iron hut in Thames Ditton
Churchyard where the church hall now
stands. Subsequent meeting places
included the harness room in the stables at
Boyle Farm, the local brewery, a garage
and a laundry shed. The early years were
marked by camps in and around Thames
Ditton, Esher and Cobham and even
attendance at the King’s Rally in Windsor
Great Park.

The Group’s early service to the
community included fitting a trek-cart
with hoses and standpipes to help with
fire fighting. They laid on a
demonstration for Baden-Powell when he
visited Kingston to receive the Freedom
of the Borough in 1913.  During the First
World War the Troop was kept going by
the Patrol Leaders. Afterwards, the Group
flourished in all sections: Wolf Cub Pack,
Scout Troop and Crew of Rover Scouts.
The Rover Crew assisted in many
National Scouting events and led the way
in the County. In 1932 a friend of Rome
Attwell, Harold Wesley, gave the Group

the present Headquarters at  The Shack at
Willowbank. The Group grew in number
and individual proficiency. Many summer
camps were held in the New Forest and
along the Dorsetshire coast. Members of
the Rover Crew did regular service at
Thames Ditton Cottage Hospital.

With the onset of the Second World
War many Leaders were called into the
Services. Again the Patrol Leaders and
older Scouts took over running the
sections. Rome Attwell’s nephew, Roger,

Archie Lawrence, at 97 Dittons  ̓oldest Scout
attending celebrations on 13 September 2009
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R U S S E L L - C O O K E  SOL IC I TORS

Specialist services for companies & individuals

including wills & estate planning, conveyancing,

family law, criminal litigation, tax advice,

employment and personal injury

>

www.russell-cooke.co.uk

Bishop’s Palace House

Kingston Bridge

Kingston-upon-Thames

Surrey KT11QN

T 020 8546 6111
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who was involved in Heavy Rescue work
in London, took over the Scout Troop in
1941. All Scouting activities continued:
camping was under trees to hide from
enemy aircraft. National Service work,
like erecting air raid shelters, was also
carried out.

Scouting accelerated after the war. The
Senior Scout Section was formed and in
the years between 1950 and 1975 twenty-
six boys gained the King’s or Queen’s
Scout Award.

Over the years a number of members
have attended World Scout Jamborees,
and been active in both Surrey County

and Esher District activities.
A steady flow of boys, and
now girls, have developed
good citizenship through
Scouting in The Dittons.  In
2008 a second Beaver
Colony and second Cub
Scout Pack were opened.
Former members of the
Group have spread out over
the world and taken the
Group’s unique spirit with
them; this year a new Group
has been started by one
former member in a South
African Township. 
All of the early members of
the Troop have ‘Gone
Home’ and later generations
now lead the Sections.
Individuals continue to
achieve personal triumphs
through the Scout
Programme. For our young
people of Scout Troop age to

go on achieving, and getting full benefit
from membership of the Group, we need
more adults to come forward and help put
that programme into action.

Neville Biden, Group Chairman
(A Ditton since 1942)

Neville is too modest to mention it, but at the
centenary celebrations many others did: after a
few years in which the lack of volunteers to help
run the Group almost led to its terminal decline,
with his and Keith Berryʼs inspiration it has been
turned around and is now one of the ten fastest-
growing groups in the country.  They have a
good time too – 140 parents and friends
attended the celebratory supper and barn-
dance at the Shack, and around 200 adults
were at the lamp post ceremony of renewal on
Giggs Hill Green this year.  Hats off – and do
join in!   Editor

handing on the standards in the 100th year
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R P Brown
Est. 1968 – Traditional, reliable

and conscientious local plumber

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing

and Heating Engineers 

Approved member of

Surrey C.C.Trading Standards

ʻBuy with Confidence  ̓Scheme

No call out charge
and no minimum charge,

free written estimates, one year parts
and labour guarantee,

full public liability insurance.

Tel: 020 8398 0207    Mobile: 07973 636672

56 Speer Road, Thames Ditton,
Surrey KT7 0PW  

www.plumb-master.co.uk

e-mail info@plumb-master.co.uk

David Pointer

Traditional

upholsterers

Re-upholstery of

sofas & chairs

*

Specialists in

victorian & antique

chairs

*

Formerly of

Teddington High St

01372 842111
Cobham
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Autumn Crossword
By Margaret Briggs

A £5 Voucher for spending
in any Thames Ditton or
Weston Green shop will be
awarded to each of the first
three correct entries opened
after the closing date of
7 November 2009

The completed puzzle (or
photocopy) enclosing your
name and address, with the
envelope clearly marked
‘Crossword Competition,’
should be sent to:

Thames Ditton Today
Crossword Competition
6 Church Walk
Thames Ditton
KT7 0NW

41

ACROSS
41 Two days before tomorrow (9)

48. Seasonal vacation (6,7)

11. Possesses consistency of snow (4)

12. Twists round currents of air (5)

13. Outside entertainment contains Regal
appearance inside (4)

16. Belt around the Earth in imagination (7)

17. Ponders the proper way to reply (7)

18. Weeping (2,5)

20. Old retirer looks like his dog (7)

21. Shares out sparingly (4)

22. Large aquatic animal (5)

23. Got in the Royal Academy first but was
still wet (4)

26. Wine is first across and can be taken
anywhere (13)

27. Drinkers’ end (9)

DOWN
82. Tree with serrated leaves (3)

83. Get rid kindly of those that tear about, but end with ones
slower than the rest (7)

84. Ed makes error so as to ask for it again (2,5)

85. Make raid on dry land (4)

86. Find atomic energy concept difficult? Why not quote
Mary Hunt? (7,6)

87. Contradictorily wrong sometimes but actually right often
(13)

89. Occasionally but only in selected eras (9)

10. Grip an end anyway to satisfy whims (9)

14. Put back spare parts to secure (5)

15. We and the Latin Queen – friendly or not (4)

19. One who falls usually on their feet (7)

20. Musical group of three voted first (3,4)

24. Against everything in American tins (4)

25. Three Wise Men (4)
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knightjames

www.knightjames.com
www.pension-review.com

Independent Financial Advice

(t) 0208 398 6677

l

l

l

l

l

l

Mortgages

Equity Release

Pensions

Investments

Personal

Commercial Insurance

Insurance

6 Station Road, Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0NR

Concerned about the performance

of your Personal Pension or

Stocks & Shares ISA?

Ask about our

pension and fund review

FREE

A friendly, local
and professional
service

ARCADIAN LANDSCAPES
Established in 1991, we are a local business specialising in:-

Garden Maintenance

Lawn Care

Garden Clearances

We also offer full services in all aspects of

landscaping, from design to build, tree surgery

and hedge cutting.

For a friendly, reliable service at reasonable rates,

please call Richard on 020 8399 8787 or 07778 031963

All consultations and advice are free
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Solution to the Summer Crossword
by Michael Jackson

Two correct entries this time.
Each wins a £5 Voucher for
spending in any Thames Ditton or
Weston Green shop.  Well done!
Come on, the rest of you…

Joan Bates
44 Warwick Gardens
Thames Ditton KT7 0RB

Joan Mills
43 Angel Road
Thames Ditton KT7 0AZ

M.P.B. LANDSCAPES

Fully Qualified-Merrist Wood Trained
Over 9 Years Experience

All aspects of work undertaken

Paving – Fencing – Decking – Brickwork – Turfing – etc.

Professional & Reliable

Tel: 020 8398 3509
Mobile: 07957 281748

Email: markblunden@yahoo.co.uk
Mark Blunden
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SERVICES

Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired) Trudy O Keefe 01372 474555
Dittons and Weston Green Neighbourcare Sue Mayes 020 8398 6714
Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services
Information, Meals Services, Community
Transport, Bus Permits 01372 474552/4
Elmbridge Community Alarm Service 01372 474560
Elmbridge Relief Carers Scheme 01372 474547
Ember Centre for the Retired Mon & Thurs 020 8398 9870

At other times 01372 474553
Esher and District Stroke Club Ann Pollock 020 8398 6132
Voluntary Action Elmbridge Mrs Carole Roycroft 01372 463587
M.D.H.S. Household Services (& garden tidying) Carolyn Smart (Manager) 01932 248533
Surrey Mobile Library Service 01483 517402
Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service Elmbridge Area 020 8979 8334
GROUPS

Girl Guiding in TD & WG Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300
1st Thames Ditton Brownies Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628
3rd Thames Ditton Brownies Mrs Heather Horler 020 8398 0364
2nd Thames Ditton Rainbows Nicki Sutherland 020 8398 4202
1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group Alan Nolan-Davies 0844 414 2826
1st Weston Green Guides  (All Saints) Mrs. Louise Lewis 020 8398 4843
2nd Thames Ditton Guides Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628
1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints) Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300
2nd Weston Green Brownies Linda Hall 020 8941 4913
1st Weston Green Rainbows Mrs Helen Hill 020 8398 3135
4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts Alison Derrick 020 8398 0041
Dittons Scout Group Keith Berry 0208 398 3447
Coffee and chat (United Reformed Church) Mrs. E. Barker 01372 467491
Emberbrook Trefoil Guild Mrs. Adrienne Nealing 020 8398 5582
Esher Floral Art Group Mrs. M. Dingle 020 8398 3943
Friends of Bushey and Home Parks Mrs. Julie Cohen 020 8943 2017
Friends of Walsingham Care Miss Valerie Chicken 0208 398 2932
Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch Chairman: Pat Farmiloe 020 8398 2787
Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church) Information 020 8398 7211
Ripieno Choir Nick Harris 020 8399 7231
Surrey Bell-ringers Nick Pattenden Nick@FSLimited.com
CLUBS

Albany Motor Yacht Club Secretary 01784 466651
Arts and Heritage Club Carol Butcher 01932 867511
Claremont PROBUS Club Mr. P. Collins 020 8398 3125
Claygate Bridge Club Hon. Secretary 020 8398 1710
Colets Health & Fitness Giordano Orsini 020 8398 7108
Dittons Skiff and Punting Club Hon Secretary 020 8398 1642
Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion Hon Secretary 020 8398 6263
Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club Anne Segall 020 8941 4528

SERVICES, CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND GROUPS

44
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Ember Sports Club Mrs. Pauline Wareham 020 8979 8977
Ember Sports Club: Bowls John Garland 01932 220221
Ember Sports Club: Croquet Dr. David Cooke 01932 862841
Ember Sports Club: Tennis Margaret Robinson 01372 842401
Esher Bowling Club Roger Cooper 01372 468109
Esher Bridge Centre Paul Whicker 01372 460157
Esher Camera Club Billy Buchanan 020 8398 3169
Folk Dance Club Pam Phillips 01372 373745
Hinchley Wood / Dittons PROBUS Club Ken Thomas 0208 398 0526
Long Ditton Cricket Club Nigel Hardy 020 8398 8361
Long Ditton Garden Club Mrs. Ann Allen 020 8398 1718
Model Railway Society (Hampton Court) Secretary 01932 241224
Mothers Union (All Saints) Val Lomax 01932 860344
Old Cranleighan Rugby Club Tony Price 07801 837129

Old Cranleighan Hockey Club Eds Copleston (Men) 07775 940703
Helen Hawes (Ladies) 07771 557900

River Club (BMYC) David Walker 0870 460 3586
Rotary Club, Esher Geoff Morris 01932 868454
Rubber Bridge TD Lawn Tennis Club Val 020 8399 9972
Surbiton Croquet Club Alec Thomas 020 8398 2391
Surbiton Golf Club Secretary 020 8398 3101
Surbiton Hockey Club Secretary 020 8398 2401
Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club Chris Lewis 07770 562569
Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club Mark Rodbard 020 8398 1551
Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets) Dave Peck 020 8398 7108
Thames Ditton Cricket Club Howard Frish (Secretary) 07947 561449
Thames Ditton Marquetry Group Jasmine Berry 020 8398 4358 
Yoga for Health Club Mrs. Celia Rowe 020 8398 2700 

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Ember Choral Society Linda Bridges 020 8399 5402 
Esher Recorded Music Society Miss S. M. Garrat 020 8398 8541
Esher and Molesey Garden Society Julia Presland (Sec) julia@mulcott.fsnet.co.uk
Hampton Court Way Allotment Association Secretary: Basil Rainbow 020 8398 8471
Lynwood Allotment Society Barry Jordan 0776 282 5041
Molesey and District Antiques Society Linda Lambert 020 8398 1476
NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts)  Kingston Mrs. Valerie Windsor 020 8549 9967
National Trust: Richmond Association Membership Secretary 020 8894 2972
Soroptimist International (Kingston District ) Secretary: Pat Harman 020 8390 3507
Thames Ditton Women’s Institute (W.I.) Secretary 020 8398 8615
Thames Valley Amateur Radio Transmitters Society Chairman 0148328 4279 

OTHER

Cancer Research UK Mrs. Vivienne Harris 020 8398 6787
University of the Third Age (U3A) Ken Kingham 020 8979 8053
Vera Fletcher Hall Lettings: Helen Mason 08456 528 529

Membership: Sue Morris 020 8224 2536

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings
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THE THEATRE IN THAMES DITTON

Friday 9th October 8.00 pm
NATIONAL POETRY DAY 

Louis de Bernieres (Captain Corelli’s Mandolin)
and Ilone Antonius Jones in

NOTWITHSTANDING
An evening of stories, poetry and music featuring de

Bernieres’ new poetry and his latest book with
mandolin, guitar and flute music TICKETS £10

Friday 16 October 8.00 pm
Commedia Productions present Mozart’s

THE MAGIC FLUTE
Sung in English , an exciting new full-scale
production with singers from major opera

companies and accompanied by Commedia’s
pioneering ‘virtual orchestra’. TICKETS £15

Friday 23 October 8.00 pm
Opera Playhouse presents Pippa Longworth and

Karl Daymond in
SONGS FROM THE POTTING SHED.

International opera singers celebrate their love of
all thinks horticultural – even the slug – with poetry
and music. So come into the potting shed, Maude!

TICKETS £10

Friday 6 November 8.00 pm
CONCERT

Cosima and Sao Soulez Lariviere (violins) and
Nigel Hutchinson (piano). Brilliant young students

from the Yehudi Menuhin School play Bartok,
Prokofiev, Paganini, Sarasate... TICKETS £12

including canapes, in aid of the Mayor of
Elmbridge’s charity “Newlife Foundation for

Disabled Children” from Amy Hatton
Tel: 07974 348 993.

Friday 13 November 1.15 pm and 7.30 pm
Love & Madness Productions present 
A TASTE OF HONEY (1.15 pm) and 

ROMEO AND JULIET (7.30 pm) 
Two complementary classics that explore the pains

of youth. TICKETS £12.50

To hire the Vera Fletcher Hall contact manager
Helen Mason Tel: 08456 528 529

Friday 27 November 7.30 pm
Charles Court Opera presents 

IOLANTHE
Gilbert & Sullivan’s ever popular “fairy opera” with

its satire on the House of Lords and the political
party system... TICKETS £15

Friday 11 December 7.00 pm
Muse & Music present 
CHRISTMAS GOLD

A West End cast celebrate Christmas packed into
one hour’s cabaret of carols, show songs, comedy

and poetry. TICKETS £11 (£9)

Tuesday 15 December 8.00 pm
Royston Pike Lecture

“NUNSENSE AT CHRISTMAS” 
Author, Adrienne Dines’ humorous and irreverent

tales from her childhood in Ireland.
TICKETS £1.90 at the door.

Friday 15 January 2010  7.30 pm 
Charles Court Opera presents 

DICK WHITTINGTON
A traditional family panto, thigh-slappingly funny,

toe tapping routines and musical treats from pop to
opera. TICKETS  £12.50

YOUNG PEOPLE’S THEATRE
Saturday 17 October 2.30 pm 

Martin Bridle ‘The Puppet Man’
GOLDILOCKS

The traditional tale of Goldilocks and the three
bears is given extra drama and humour.

For 4-8 years. TICKETS £6

Saturday 28 November 2.30 pm 
Image Theatre present

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. A family
participation musical based on the European fairy

tale. For 5-10 years. TICKETS £6

Tickets for all shows from Joan Leifer
Tel: 0844 884 8832 and The Pro Shop,

50a High Street, Thames Ditton.
www.verafletcherhall.co.uk

AT THE VERA FLETCHER HALL
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wow!
Two ways
to treat
your Pet

www.beechhousevets.com

Beech House Veterinary Centre,
Milbourne Stores, Weston Green,

Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0JX

Consulting Hours 
11am-1pm 4pm-6pm

Monday - Friday

To keep them happy, play with them,
exercise them, give them loads of
praise and cuddles and spoil them

with some special treats and toys.  So
pop into the “Beech House Pet Stop”
for a wide selection of the very best.
(All the products and food we sell have been carefully

chosen with your pet’s best well-being in mind.)

Beech House Veterinary Centre -
Passionate about Healthy, Happy Pets

To keep them healthy, pets should be seen
at least once every 12-months by a vet.  So
why not bring them along to Beech House,
Thames Ditton for their regular health
checks.  This way, we can detect potential
illnesses early and nip them in the bud.

Our easy parking, fresh, modern & involving
premises and professional engaging team will
greet you each visit, making your whole
experience more enjoyable.

Prevention, we think, is better than Cure.

Regular health checks will
ensure a longer, healthier 

and happier life.

Ring now to book 
020 8398 4752

A
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W
eston Green

Weston Park

Weston Green

Westo
n Rd

HAMPTON CT

THAMES DITTON

KINGSTON

ESHER
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Well-Pet Centres also at:
Hersham
01932 220768
Cobham
01932 868688
Shepperton
01932 222257HERSHAM
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ARIES CONSTRUCTION LLP
(formerly Ditton Construction)

Tel: 020 8941 9191
Fax: 020 8941 6664

Mobile: 07836 608086
Email: aries.construct@hotmail.co.uk

GENERAL BUILDING

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS

FULL PLANNING & DRAWING SERVICES

ROOFING : PLUMBING : ELECTRICAL

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REFURBISHMENT

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL REDECORATION

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

INSURANCE CLAIMS : FIRE, FLOOD, STORM DAMAGE

SUBSIDENCE AND UNDERPINNING

PLASTERING & RENDERING

GROUNDWORKS & DRAINAGE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

13 Thames Court, Victoria Avenue 

West Molesey, Surrey KT8 1TP

Free Estimates – Fast, Efficient, Friendly Service

Local References Available

Published by the Thames Ditton and Weston Green Residents  ̓Association.  Printed by the 
K&N Press Ltd, Unit 10, 19 Lyon Road, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Surrey.

49676Cover:SPRING Cover 2005  24/11/08  15:19  Page 1


