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Winter Crossword
By Michael Jackson

A £5 Voucher for spending
in any Thames Ditton or
Weston Green shop will be
awarded to each of the first
three correct entries opened
after the closing date of
7 February 2010

The completed puzzle
(or photocopy) enclosing
your name and address,
with the envelope clearly
marked  ‘Crossword
Competition,’
should be sent to:

Thames Ditton Today
Crossword Competition
6 Church Walk
Thames Ditton
KT7 0NW

ACROSS
91. Respighi’s toyshop is… (9)

99. Big Ben is one I hear regularly (6)

10. Many a 5 down can – extempore (9)

11. Lobby or open-air room (6)

12. Experts in machinery, often civil (9)

13. A slipway ceremony (6)

17. Bus passing one at 60 or 65 (3,3,9)

18. Napoleon was to St. Helena (6)

22. I shall nip down the A3 to here (9)

23. A composer of Hungarian dances (6)

24. Tricked as a diversion (9)

25. Film-making here on Broadway? (6)

26. I try chest for treasures in Thames
Ditton High Street (9)

DOWN
92. A nut from Maldon (6)

93. Butcher, smuggler, robber, hanged
at York (6)

94. A Russian council (6)

95. As a practice stint, I must learn variations
for me to perform (15)

96. …and a scale with accidentals (9)

97. Dreaming I’m having a double gin (9)

98. A cone to be eaten, not played (9)

14. They swarm about for our well-being (9)

15. Crichton was praiseworthy (9)

16. The Green team are in accord (9)

19. Engrossed under canvas (6)

20. Sanctuary for ex P.M. off sick (6)

21. Cutter was a relics makeover (6)
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R P Brown
Est. 1968 – Traditional, reliable

and conscientious local plumber

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing

and Heating Engineers 

Approved member of

Surrey C.C.Trading Standards

ʻBuy with Confidence  ̓Scheme

No call out charge
and no minimum charge,

free written estimates, one year parts
and labour guarantee,

full public liability insurance.

Tel: 020 8398 0207    Mobile: 07973 636672

56 Speer Road, Thames Ditton,
Surrey KT7 0PW  

www.plumb-master.co.uk

e-mail info@plumb-master.co.uk

David Pointer

Traditional

upholsterers

Re-upholstery of

sofas & chairs

*

Specialists in

victorian & antique

chairs

*

Formerly of

Teddington High St

01372 842111
Cobham
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Solution to the Autumn Crossword
by Margaret Briggs

There were many entries with just
one mistake, each for a different
clue. Congratulations to those
who sent in the first three correct
ones opened after the deadline.
Each wins a £5 Voucher for
spending in any Thames Ditton or
Weston Green shop.  

Ralph Drayton
21 Angel Road
Thames Ditton KT7 0AZ

Mr. T. Eddy
46 Grove Way
Esher KT10 8HL

Mrs. Enid Gray
10 Camm Gardens
Thames Ditton KT7 0JA

M.P.B. LANDSCAPES

Fully Qualified-Merrist Wood Trained
Over 9 Years Experience

All aspects of work undertaken

Paving – Fencing – Decking – Brickwork – Turfing – etc.

Professional & Reliable

Tel: 020 8398 3509
Mobile: 07957 281748

Email: markblunden@yahoo.co.uk
Mark Blunden
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Services

Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired) Trudy O Keefe 01372 474555
Dittons and Weston Green Neighbourcare Sue Mayes 020 8398 6714
Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services
Information, Meals Services, Community
Transport, Bus Permits 01372 474552/4
Elmbridge Community Alarm Service 01372 474560
Elmbridge Relief Carers Scheme 01372 474547
Ember Centre for the Retired Mon & Thurs 020 8398 9870

At other times 01372 474553
Esher and District Stroke Club Ann Pollock 020 8398 6132
Voluntary Action Elmbridge Mrs Carole Roycroft 01372 463587
M.D.H.S. Household Services (& garden tidying) Carolyn Smart (Manager) 01932 248533
Surrey Mobile Library Service 01483 517402
Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service Elmbridge Area 020 8979 8334
Groups

Girl Guiding in TD & WG Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300
1st Thames Ditton Brownies Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628
3rd Thames Ditton Brownies Mrs Heather Horler 020 8398 0364
2nd Thames Ditton Rainbows Nicki Sutherland  020 8398 4202
1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group Alan Nolan-Davies 0844 414 2826
1st Weston Green Guides  (All Saints) Mrs. Louise Lewis 020 8398 4843
2nd Thames Ditton Guides Mrs. Bronach Hughes 020 8398 1628
1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints) Mrs K Williams 020 8398 1300
2nd Weston Green Brownies Linda Hall 020 8941 4913
1st Weston Green Rainbows Mrs Helen Hill 020 8398 3135
4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts Alison Derrick 020 8398 0041
Dittons Scout Group Keith Berry 020 8398 3447
Coffee and chat (United Reformed Church) Mrs. E. Barker 01372 467491
Emberbrook Trefoil Guild Mrs. Adrienne Nealing 020 8398 5582
Esher Floral Art Group Mrs. M. Dingle 020 8398 3943
Friends of Bushey and Home Parks Mrs. Julie Cohen 020 8943 2017
Friends of Walsingham Care Miss Valerie Chicken 0208 398 2932
Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch Chairman: Pat Farmiloe 020 8398 2787
Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church) Information 020 8398 7211
Ripieno Choir Nick Harris 020 8399 7231
Surrey Bell-ringers Nick Pattenden Nick@FSLimited.com
Clubs

Albany Motor Yacht Club Secretary 01784466651
Arts and Heritage Club Carol Butcher 01932 867511
Claremont PROBUS Club Mr. P. Collins 020 8398 3125
Claygate Bridge Club Hon. Secretary 020 8398 1710
Colets Health & Fitness Giordano Orsini 020 8398 7108
Dittons Skiff and Punting Club Hon Secretary 020 8398 1642
Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion Hon Secretary 020 8398 6263
Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club Anne Segall 020 8941 4528

SERVICES, CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND GROUPS
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Ember Sports Club Mrs. Pauline Wareham 020 8979 8977
Ember Sports Club: Bowls John Garland 01932 220221
Ember Sports Club: Croquet Dr. David Cooke 01932 862841
Ember Sports Club: Tennis Margaret Robinson 01372 842401
Esher Bowling Club Roger Cooper 01372 468109
Esher Bridge Centre Paul Whicker 01372 460157
Esher Camera Club Billy Buchanan 020 8398 3169
Folk Dance Club Pam Phillips 01372 373745
Hinchley Wood / Dittons PROBUS Club Ken Thomas 020 8398 0526
Long Ditton Cricket Club Nigel Hardy 020 8398 8361
Long Ditton Garden Club Mrs. Ann Allen 020 8398 1718
Model Railway Society (Hampton Court) Secretary 01932 241224
Mothers Union (All Saints) Val Lomax 01932 860344
Old Cranleighan Rugby Club Tony Price 07801 837129
Old Cranleighan Hockey Club Eds Copleston (Men) 07775 940703

Helen Hawes (Ladies) 07771 557900
River Club (BMYC) David Walker 0870 460 3586
Rotary Club, Esher Geoff Morris 01932 868454
Rubber Bridge TD Lawn Tennis Club Val 020 8399 9972
Surbiton Croquet Club Alec Thomas 020 8398 2391
Surbiton Golf Club Secretary 020 8398 3101
Surbiton Hockey Club Secretary 020 8398 2401
Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club Chris Lewis 07770 562569
Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club Mark Rodbard 020 8398 1551
Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets) Dave Peck 020 8398 7108
Thames Ditton Cricket Club Howard Frish (Secretary) 07947 561449
Thames Ditton Marquetry Group Jasmine Berry 020 8398 4358
Yoga for Health Club Mrs. Celia Rowe 020 8398 2700

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Ember Choral Society Linda Bridges 020 8399 5402
Esher Recorded Music Society Miss S. M. Garrat 020 8398 8541
Esher and Molesey Garden Society Julia Presland (Sec) julia@mulcott.fsnet.co.uk
Hampton Court Way Allotment Association Lettings: John Morgan 020 8398 3049
Lynwood Allotment Society Barry Jordan 0776 282 5041
Molesey and District Antiques Society Linda Lambert 020 8398 1476
NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts) Kingston Mrs. Valerie Windsor 020 8549 9967
National Trust: Richmond Association Membership Secretary 020 8894 2972
Soroptimist International (Kingston District ) Secretary: Pat Harman 020 8390 3507
Thames Ditton Women’s Institute (W.I.) Secretary 020 8398 8615
Thames Valley Amateur Radio Transmitters Society Chairman 01483 284279

OTHER

Cancer Research UK Mrs. Vivienne Harris 020 8398 6787
University of the Third Age (U3A) Ken Kingham 020 8979 8053
Vera Fletcher Hall Lettings: Helen Mason 08456 528 529

Membership: Sue Morris 020 8224 2536

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings
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The origin of the phrase “by hook or
crook” is that in days of yore, citizens were
allowed on the lord’s demesne to collect
firewood from the small stuff that could be
cut with a billhook or dragged down with a
crook; and it came to mean “by one means
or another”. Later, our school scrapbooks
almost inevitably contained some
unoriginal friend’s signature with “by hook
or by crook, I’ll be last in this book,” and
so the phrase has also acquired
connotations of last-minute expediency. 

Despite my efforts to gather in pieces
from readers for this last page by hook or
crook, particularly rants couched in
civilised, literate and good-humoured
terms, there have been almost none sent in
since the egregious Fortescue-Smythe
wrote on parking (I must goad him again).
You are evidently contented villagers all,
with no grumbles...

So I’ll use the page. Firstly to apologise
for some errata between proof and printer
in the potted history of the Association in
the last issue. If you want to write in
corrections: the page transition from p18 to
p19 should have read “The Association has
always been eager to retain a mixed
economy as part of the character of
Thames Ditton…” The page transition
from p29 to p31 should have read “As of
2009, at least forty other Residents’
Associations around the country are now
registered with the Commission.” These
and other minor errata have been corrected
in the version that may be downloaded in
full from our web site’s ‘about’ page. It
will be updated from time to time as more
detail of the history of the Association
becomes available.

When I was coerced by You-Know-Who
into editing this organ I resolved that it

should be rather more about these villages
today, than about Thames Ditton of
yesteryear. So you’ve had more current
news and features. Many readers, however,
have asked for some articles on local
history like those that featured in the
magazine in the 1970s and 80s. Over the
past three years I’ve approached several
people with knowledge of local history, and
suggested they write for the magazine, but
none of them did. The invitation stands.

I’m no historian. As a schoolboy I was
grabbed more by the present than by the
past. But now I have more history myself,
the subject has become rather more
interesting! Researching the civic history
of the area has fired me up and so, faute
de mieux, henceforth I’ll inflict local
history stories on you myself. I don’t want
simply to regurgitate work that’s been
published here in the past. Happily there
are quite a few stories that even proper
historians like C.R.S. Saunders, T.S.
Mercer and P. Burchett missed because
they did not have the advantage of digital
archival material online.

And finally, a Merry Christmas to all
from your volunteer editorial team: Verity
Park (advertising), Guy Holman
(designer), George Cammack
(distribution) and me. A particular tribute
to our wizard crossword-setters, whose
average age is 89. They continue to be of
national class – one winning another prize
from the Daily Telegraph only last month.
And our thanks to the many who help us
with advertising, stories and distribution.
It’s a good deal of work, but we hope you
agree it’s worth doing. 

Editor
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wow!
Two ways
to treat
your Pet

www.beechhousevets.com

Beech House Veterinary Centre,
Milbourne Stores, Weston Green,

Thames Ditton, Surrey KT7 0JX

Consulting Hours 
11am-1pm 4pm-6pm

Monday - Friday

To keep them happy, play with them,
exercise them, give them loads of
praise and cuddles and spoil them

with some special treats and toys.  So
pop into the “Beech House Pet Stop”
for a wide selection of the very best.
(All the products and food we sell have been carefully

chosen with your pet’s best well-being in mind.)

Beech House Veterinary Centre -
Passionate about Healthy, Happy Pets

To keep them healthy, pets should be seen
at least once every 12-months by a vet.  So
why not bring them along to Beech House,
Thames Ditton for their regular health
checks.  This way, we can detect potential
illnesses early and nip them in the bud.

Our easy parking, fresh, modern & involving
premises and professional engaging team will
greet you each visit, making your whole
experience more enjoyable.

Prevention, we think, is better than Cure.

Regular health checks will
ensure a longer, healthier 

and happier life.

Ring now to book 
020 8398 4752
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Well-Pet Centres also at:
Hersham
01932 220768
Cobham
01932 868688
Shepperton
01932 222257HERSHAM
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ARIES CONSTRUCTION LLP
(formerly Ditton Construction)

Tel: 020 8941 9191
Fax: 020 8941 6664

Mobile: 07836 608086
Email: aries.construct@hotmail.co.uk

GENERAL BUILDING

EXTENSIONS & LOFT CONVERSIONS

FULL PLANNING & DRAWING SERVICES

ROOFING : PLUMBING : ELECTRICAL

BATHROOM & KITCHEN REFURBISHMENT

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL REDECORATION

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

INSURANCE CLAIMS : FIRE, FLOOD, STORM DAMAGE

SUBSIDENCE AND UNDERPINNING

PLASTERING & RENDERING

GROUNDWORKS & DRAINAGE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

13 Thames Court, Victoria Avenue 

West Molesey, Surrey KT8 1TP

Free Estimates – Fast, Efficient, Friendly Service

Local References Available

Published by the Thames Ditton and Weston Green Residents  ̓Association
Printed by Impress Print Services Ltd., Unit 10, 19 Lyon Road, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 3PU
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