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Specialists in Dance & Performance training tor Pre-school to Junior aged children.

Classes in and around Esher.

Contact: Mario of mias33@hotmail.co.uk
Call or text to: O7800 840898
ar visit ourwebsite wivw, mmdoncecraft.com
o ! 1

PAINTERS & DECORATORS Woodham and Sons Ltd

Landscape and Fencing contractors
Est. 1998

We are residential painters and decorators
with 20 years experience, we offer
wallpapering, painting and paint effects
for internal and external decorating

We work in a clean and efficient manner,
causing minimal disruption in your home
and come highly recommended

Fencing; Landscaping;
o Closeboard e Drives

o Panels » Patios

» Metal/Chainlink e Artificial grass
o Palisade o Turfing

020 8339 071 2 o Fence repairs e Planting

» Gates » Decking

Contact Clive Hogg
to discuss your
decorating needs

m: 07957 582296 Small enough to care, Big enough to cope
Painters and Decorators e: clive.hogg.ch@gmail.com 020 8391 2006

15 Hampton Court Avenue, East Molesey. Surrey. KT8 0BG info@woodhamandsons.co.uk




About the Association

Founded in 1934 our Association is a
strong, locally based non-party-political
organisation concerned with protecting the
amenities and furthering the interests of
residents. We work to preserve and enhance
the best in our attractive environment and the
quality of life of everyone in our community.

Through regular meetings, social activities,
our magazine and website we keep in touch
with residents’ views and we raise and spend
funds for the benefit of the community,
from tree and bulb planting to contesting
unacceptable development projects.

Withsix Residents’” Association Councillors
covering the two electoral wards we have a
strong voice on Elmbridge Borough Council
working with other Residents’ Association
Councillors to ensure that decisions are
based on the needs of local communities
and on good management rather than
on party politics.

Our Residents’ County Councillor, Nick
Darby, represents our views at Surrey
County Council.

President: Martin Wilberforce

7 River Avenue,

Thames Ditton 020 8398 4732
Vice President: Ruth Lyon,

11 Riversdale Road,

Thames Ditton 0208 398 3396

Surrey County Councillor: Nick Darby,

12 Basing Close, Thames Ditton 020 8398 2382
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RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
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Tricia W. Bland,
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Thames Ditton
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Hinchley Wood & Weston Green Borough Councillors
Tannia Shipley, ‘Clinton House’
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Janet Turner, 2 Montgomery Ave,
Hinchley Wood

Nigel Haig-Brown
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Officers

Chairman: Graham Cooke
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Vice-Chairman: Libby MaclIntyre
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Hon. Treasurer: Christa Silverthorne
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Hon. Secretary: Florian Traub,
33 Portsmouth Avenue, Thames Ditton 020 8224 2880

Membership Secretary: Peter Haynes

6 Onslow Gardens, Thames Ditton 020 8398 6019

Conveners of Sub-Committees
Health and Community: Karen Randolph

Planning: Rhodri Richards,
Ditton Cottage, Giggs Hill Road,

(see above)

Thames Ditton 020 8398 4962
Highways, Drainage: Andrew Roberts,
1 Boyle Farm Road, Thames Ditton 020 8786 6882

Flooding Tony Thompson,
Willow End, River Bank, Thames Ditton 07736 677671

> THE NEXT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OPEN MEETINGS ARE
= February 2, 8pm — Venue / Zoom to be confirmed, see website for details
> March 23, 8pm — Venue / Zoom to be confirmed, see website for details
ALL WHO LIVE OR WORK LOCALLY ARE WELCOME
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News from the Residents’ Association

to end November

We still remember in 2020

Whilst Remembrance Sunday was
primarily observed at home this year,
wreaths were still laid at the War Memorials
in Thames Ditton and Weston Green. We
missed the usual stirring turnout from
the scouts on Giggs Hill Green but their
presence was still very much in evidence
with a very moving wreath.

The Scouts’ remembrance wreath

Observing social distance, wreaths were
also laid by the RA Chairman Graham
Cook and by local RA Councillor Caroline
James. In Weston Green RA Councillor
Tannia Shipley laid a wreath in the
Memorial Garden at All Saints Weston.

The day was still as moving as ever as the
community remembered the war dead.

Signs of change?

‘We await more detail, but it seems that the
government has listened to our concerns
about changes to the planning system. The
BBC is reporting that “The government is
set to revise its proposals for controversial
planning reforms in England, after new
housing targets prompted a backlash
amongst some senior Conservative MPs.”

Thank you to all who told local MP
Dominic Raab their views and took the time
to respond to the planning consultations.
The RA’s response to the consultation and
correspondence about planning with Robert
Jenrick and Dominic Raab can be found on
our website www.residents-association.com

Fantastic Foodbank support

The local community continues to provide
fantastic support for the East Elmbridge
Foodbank and it is so important for this
vital service at this troubled time. Did you
know that most of the food distributed by
foodbanks in the Trussell Trust network is
donated by the public?

Visit www.eshercab.org.uk to see which

food items are currently needed. There are
a number of local drop-off points, including
the George and Dragon in Thames Ditton
High Street and All Saints’ Church, Weston
Green. You can also donate money via East

Elmbridge Foodbank’s Localgiving page.

Foodbank Co-ordinator Catherine Heavens
said: “Thanks to the generosity of the local
community we are able to provide support
to people who find themselves in financial
need as a result of the Covid-19 crisis and
other difficulties.”



“We will be providing additional bags of
festive fare and other goodies for all our
clients and others who may be struggling
at this time. We know that numbers will be
much higher this year but we have plenty
of stock and a great team of volunteers
ready to bring some Christmas cheer over
the festive season.”

The Foodbank works with local agencies.
If you are struggling with your finances
and do not have enough money to buy
food and other essential items contact
Citizens Advice on 01372 464770 or via
their website www.eshercab.org.uk ; your
child’s school or your local church or other
support agency to ask for a referral.

If you have difficulty getting a referral,
e-mail info@eastelmbridge foodbank.org.uk
or phone the Foodbank on

07908 777475 to get help.

Financial support in hard times

Surrey County Council has sent out a
message to say that if you are struggling or
feel that you are unable to make ends meet,
it has a dedicated community helpline that
residents in need of support can call:

0300 200 1008. Deaf and hearing-
impaired residents can text 0786 0053 465.

Details of the financial support available can
also be found by following the Coronavirus
link on its webpage www.surreycc.gov.uk

Think 111 First

Our local health authority is introducing
changes to the provision of urgent but not
life-threatening health care. Patients are
being asked to ‘Think 111 First’. From

the beginning of December patients going
through the 111 service who do need to
attend an A & E Department will be given

Foodbank Supplies

a booked appointment. The aim is to enable
patients to be seen more quickly and to have a
better patient experience. This approach will
reduce delays and help avoid overcrowding in
the Emergency Departments, reducing the risk
of spreading Covid 19.

The system has been successfully trialled
elsewhere. Patient experience and outcomes
will be carefully monitored.

Unitary Council, what is happening?

Surrey County Council’s (SCC’s) bid to form
a county-wide Unitary Authority has been
put on hold after Council Leader Tim Oliver
was told, informally, that the Government
will not be pushing for local government
restructuring in the Devolution White Paper
- due to be published in Autumn, but now
postponed until the New Year or even later.

This issue has not gone away though and
is likely to resurface later. So it is still
important for residents to sign the RASSU
petition (Residents Against a Single Surrey
Unitary) to show the strength of opposition
to SCC’s proposed mega-council and the
consequent loss of local democracy. A
minimum of 10,000 signatures is being
aimed for in the petition.



Retail triumph

Thames Ditton has triumphed again in the
Elmbridge 2020 Independent Retailer of
the Year Awards, with more awards than
any other town or village in Elmbridge.

Paull’s Fruit & Veg won Best Grocer for the
seventh consecutive year. CycleLink won
Green Business of the Year for the second
year running. Café Noir of Platform One,
Thames Ditton Station and Thames Ditton
Tennis Club won a 2020 High Street Hero
of the year award. We are lucky to have
such fantastic independent shops.

Planting at Thames Ditton station

The Autumn/Winter planting morning
at Thames Ditton Station took place in
October. Covid-19 guidelines were strictly
adhered to and the morning went well. The
volunteer team planted primroses, pansies,
trailing ivy and spring bulbs in the planters
and wheelbarrows. Thanks to all involved.

Thanks also to the Men In Sheds team
who made new wooden planters over the
summer and local artists who painted more
bugs and bees for the artwork installation
on the wildflower meadow.

River Ember

On November 5 a significant amount of
foam, smelling highly of detergent, was
sighted at the Mole/Ember weir. Patches of
the foam rose over a meter in height with a
significant amount breaking off and floating
like icebergs towards the Thames. Foam that

has an odour of detergent is acknowledged
by the EA as pollution.

Foam on the Ember in November

The foam is far more extensive than has
been experienced in previous years. RA
Councillors are investigating and the
RA is pressing Thames Water and the
Environment Agency for an explanation.

Environment Agency Flood Action
Campaign

The Environment Agency is running a Flood
Action Campaign: “Prepare. Act. Survive.”

They are particularly trying to reach people
who live in areas at high risk of flooding but
who have not yet experienced it, as Covid-19
will exacerbate the challenge of recovering
from flooding this winter. Visit our website
www.residents-association.com to find out
more.



Planning

The application to drastically reduce the
retail space at 6 High Street, Thames
Ditton (2020/0772) has been refused and
we hope to welcome a new retail outlet to
the High Street soon.

The application to replace a bungalow with
five two-bedroom flats at 1 Portsmouth
Avenue (2020/1420) has been withdrawn.

As we go to press there is no date for
the planning committee meetings for
Merrywood, Weston Green (2020/1795)
or Bransby Lodge, St Leonards Road
(2020/0865).

At time of writing the appeal inquiry against
the refusal of planning permission for
development at Sandown Park Racecourse
is under way. Visit our website www.
residents-association.com or follow us on
twitter @T Dresidents to keep updated.

Work is still under way on the new Local
Plan, although Covid-19 has caused some
delays. It is likely to be published early next
year.

Hospitality hopes

We have missed each other and our local
pubs and restaurant during lockdown.
Luckily, many of them have continued to
serve the community with takeaway food
and drink that has been much enjoyed.

Venues have gone to great lengths to keep
their customers safe, e.g. the festive igloos
set up at Marneys Village Inn. We are
looking forward to them all being able to
open their doors again from December 3,
and to enjoying their hospitality again.
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Marneys’ innovative igloo for dining out

High Street Christmas

Sadly, the Thames Ditton High Street
Christmas Fair will not take place this year
due to Covid-19 restrictions.

However, we are delighted that the High
Street Christmas Lights are going to be
up, spreading some much-needed festive
cheer!

And we are hoping that the Christmas
Farmers’ Market on December 20 will be
able to go ahead to bring a festive feel to
some last-minute Christmas shopping.

Message from Canada

We were delighted to receive an e-mail from
Canada to the Thames Ditton Today inbox
from someone who had found us online
when researching his family history. It is
good to know that the stories we publish get
around!

And on a lighter note ...

Many thanks to readers Caroline Denoon
Duncan and Sive Oke for drawing our
attention to the verse on page 11, as seen in
the Slightly Foxed magazine.



Dates for your diary

Christmas Farmers’ Market Thames Ditton Litter Pickers

Mercer Close Car Park (opposite the Meet on the third Saturday of the month
Library) December 20. at the George & Dragon at 11am
Weston Green Litter Pickers Residents’ Association

Meet at Marneys pub www.residents-association.com or

on the first Saturday in the month at
10.30am

follow us on Twitter @T Dresidents

A Pageant of English Verse

I won't arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,
I'll sanitize the doorknob and make a cup of tea.

I won't go down to the sea again; I won't go out at all,
I'll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall.

There's a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Kathmandu,
But I shan't be seeing him just yet and nor, I think, will you.

While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay,
I'll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray.

I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye’,
Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye.

About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go
To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry hung with snow,

And no, I won't be travelling much, within the realms of gold,
Or get me to Milford Haven. All that's been put on hold.

Give me your hands, I shan't request, albeit we are friends,
Nor come within a mile of you, until this trial ends.

Anon
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T |_| A l\/l E S Call us on 020 7998 7820

Email: info@thamesdesignandbuild.com

D E S | G N & B U | |_ D www.thamesdesignandbuild.com

If you are thinking of extending, converting, or in any way
structurally altering your home, Thames Design & Build
can assist you with any or every stage of your project. As
specialists in both architectural services and construction,

we can help you to ensure that you achieve your dream home.

Our approach is to offer both elements - architectural and
building services - thereby using our experience of each
discipline to inform the other.

We pride ourselves on our approachability and our flexibility,
so please don't hesitate to contact us for an initial discussion,
whether your requirement is design, or build, or both.

“Thames Design and Build were great to work with and they were ahead of schedule throughout the project. Their
team was sympathetic to the impact of the works whilst we remained living in the house, and we were pleased with
the quality of their workmanship. The team is well structured, and communication was good. We were always able to . E
discuss issues either with Fred, the site manager, or Paul Merifield, and agree solutions quickly. The final resulls are S ETEY
[fantastic and have delivered exactly the space that we were looking for.” Robin, Kingston :

Ditton Garages, Southville Road, Thames Ditton, KT7 OUL



Update from Nick Darby,
Surrey County Councillor

As I write, we are at the end of our first
week of the second lockdown. It feels an age
already. We can but hope that by sticking
to the rules, we will to be able to enjoy
Christmas with friends and family.

In the meantime, so many continue to give
generously to local foodbanks. It is tragic that
by August, 4,790 residents in EImbridge were
on Universal Credit, an increase of 257%
since February, the highest in Surrey.

One more plea, can those eligible for a free
flu jab book in at their GP surgery as soon as
they can! This is so important at present.

Recent road work on Hampton Court Way,
at the Winters Bridge lights and beyond,
and the Summer Road section by the Swan
towards Riversdale Road has been well
received. I am delighted that, following much
persuasion from me, Surrey Highways has
confirmed that the second section of Weston
Green Road, Giggs Hill Road, the raised
table on Watts Road by the Library, Imber
Park Road, and Ferry Road, are scheduled
for resurfacing before the end of this
financial year; Sadly, many roads are still in
poor condition. Watch this space!

On Watts Road, I am hoping a small tweak
to the parking and double yellow lines will
reduce the frequent gridlock and stop the
dangerous practice of footway driving. The
tweak involves splitting in two the double
yellow line section by the entrance to Linden
Close, but not reducing the overall available
parking. This needs both Elmbridge
Committee approval and consultation,
hopefully early next year. My thanks to my
RA colleague Caroline James for pointing
out the disappeared Give Way road markings
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Surrey County Councillor, (The Dittons) Nick Darby

by the George & Dragon, now repainted
following my report to Surrey Highways

Sadly, mental health remains an important,
and often ignored, issue. Following a list of
20 recommendations by the Mental Health
Task Group I chaired, by the time you read
this a Surrey Mental Health Summit will
have taken place, bringing together a number
of stakeholders. I am determined this will be
more than a talking shop. One of the current
initiatives is for a Mental Health Practitioner
to be attached to each GP Surgery. Initial
indications are really positive - as always,
early help for mental health sufferers is vital.

And finally, news of County Hall in
Kingston. Surrey County Council will have
left by the end of December, relocating to
offices previously owned by Canon UK
on the outskirts of Reigate. For me, it will
eventually mean a very different journey than
the 10 mins from Thames Ditton. I expect
County Hall will eventually be converted
largely for residential use. Time will tell!

Wishing all a happy and safe Christmas
and 2021.

Nick Darby — SCC Leader of the
Opposition



If you’re iﬁaving an
outdoor event, call

us & let us put you ... Undercover
Event Tents

We sPccialisc in oﬁcring awide range of marquee solutions to suit any
social or commercial event in South West | ondon & 5urrc3

Fhone: 020 8398 7219
Mobile: 07867 590 450
E~mai|z unclercover.events@gahoo.co.ui<

Web: www.undercovereventtents.co.uk

B o =T

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND

THE FAMILY YOU CAN TURN TO...

Seven generations of our family have been helping and advising local
families in their time of need. For over 230 years we have been providing the family you can tum to

funerals, both modest and traditional, with care and compassion.
www.lodgebrothers.co.uk

ESHER: 78 High Street 01372 463903
EAST MOLESEY: 156 Walton Road 020 8941 1412
THAMES DITTON: 37 High Street 020 8398 4586

A As

A
FUNERAL PLANS
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The Gift of Giving

smiles2smiles volunteers Tracy, Terry, Ananda, Clare B, Clare S and Lesley

The Gift of Giving

Many people are currently facing
hardship and this winter, and Christmas in
particular, will be especially tough. Some
are experiencing difficulties for the first time
because of the Covid-19 epidemic. These
are people who a year ago would never have
expected to find themselves struggling to
afford food or Christmas presents for their
children. Our community is never short of
kindness and generosity So if you would like
to offer support to someone local who is in
need, here are two organisations providing
help where your contribution is welcome.

smiles2smiles

smiles2smiles began in 2012 when Thames
Ditton resident Clare Bell was out walking.
She came across a lady crying because
her husband had been made redundant
and they couldn’t afford Christmas. Clare
went home and with the help of friends
and some donated gifts they put together
and delivered a Christmas package for
this family - everything they needed for
Christmas, including a Christmas tree.

This incident inspired Clare to found
smiles2smiles. Today she has 11 volunteers
working with her - “Clare and Ananda,
Leticia, Wendy, Tracy, Sarah, Terry,
Felicity, Helen, Lesley and Louise” -
and they fundraise, collect donations of
gifts, package and distribute them. The
donations are put into gift bags or hampers
and distributed to those in need who are
nominated to smiles2smiles by local
doctors’ surgeries, churches, Sure Start
Centres and four local Women’s’ Refuges.

e
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Megan, Frankie, Layla and Skye-Blue all helping
the cause



Clare said: “We also provide gifts to
anyone on the Elmbridge Meals on Wheels
programme who doesn’t have any living
relatives and also 15-20 bags go to the
Ashford Hospital mental health ward for
anyone who is admitted over Christmas.
We make sure that every child in the four
Refuge Centres gets at least one present for
Christmas. We provide gifts for adults as
well as children and for all sorts of reasons,
including for those who have been recently
bereaved or had a bad year.”

All the gifts are donated, some from “mufti
days” at Thames Ditton Infant school,
Hinchley Wood primary and secondary,
and other schools. Each gift bag contains
a card handmade by a child at Thames
Ditton Infants school and there is a Gift
List on Amazon. “Usually we distribute 40
hampers and 65 gift bags at Christmas, this
year we have to provide 167 to meet our
nominations list. It’s a big increase so we
would welcome more donations.”

To find a list of the gifts that are needed
and to make a donation please search for
smiles2smiles on Facebook or make a
donation via their Amazon Gift List, where
there are gifts available to donate from £1
to £25 www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/
ZWYKS85STHOWGF

Free My Meal

Free My Meal was
set up by Surrey mum
Hayley Steere in August
in response to the Covid-19 pandemic and
aims to connect those needing a meal with
those willing to cook one. Hayley says:
“I began thinking about how things may
have been different had I still been a single
parent family and struggling to survive
during the current climate. I wouldn’t have
used a foodbank or community fridge.”

FREE MY
MEAL
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Free My Meal founder, Hayley Steere

Free My Meal is a simple and easy
exchange based on trust and goodwill.
Using social media, people sign up to a
private Free My Meal group as a ‘recipient’
or a ‘cook’. Cooks post available meals
on the group and recipients request the
meal. Delivery is arranged privately
between the parties. Free My Meal does
not provide meals itself; it simply forms
connections enabling people to find one
another. The service is private and suitable
for anyone who finds themselves in need
of a meal without the means to buy the
food to make one. There is no charge for
the meals provided. Anyone can join with
no fear of judgement or discrimination.
Some people have found a meal within an
hour of needing one.

Within the first week of set-up 700 people
volunteered meals and now there are 60+
groups and 14,000 members operating
locally, there is even an Elmbridge group!

If you would like to offer a free meal or
to receive one, visit Free My Meal on
Facebook or www.freemymeal.co.uk to
find your local group.

Sandra Dennis



“Weston Green lured me here’-
Introducing Gill Coates

Elivera ditfereacs

www.elmb

~

RA Executive member Gill Coates collecting Meals on Wheels

When Gill Coates idly looked around the
estate agents’ windows when meeting with
friends for lunch back in 2000, she was
struck by the width of the gardens enjoyed
by the houses of Weston Green. With
two young boys in tow, who were forever
kicking their football into their neighbours’
gardens in Teddington, she suddenly saw
‘football pitch’ and that was it!

When venturing out for the groceries on their
first weekend in their new home, a mother
duck and her ducklings came waddling down
from Marneys’ Pond, and Gill joyfully felt
like she had not only got her bigger garden,
but also had moved to the ‘country’.

With a busy career as a director of a PR
consultancy combined with bringing up
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her family, she had little time to take much
notice of local issues until her mother
became elderly and moved into Imber
Close. This is when Gill started to take a
keen interest in the provision of local social
care and got some insight into people’s lives
outside her own. Then her mother had a
fall and moved in with Gill and her family,
prompting Gill to give up her career to be
her mother’s full-time carer.

‘Local’ started to matter to Gill ‘a lot’ and
with her natural curiosity and enthusiasm,
she started to get involved. First, friends
working at the local Citizens Advice Bureau
persuaded her to join them as a Trustee to
advise them with their marketing, PR and
communications. You can read more about
Citizens Advice in pandemic times on



page 27 in this magazine. Then, since the
lockdown eatrlier this year, Gill volunteered
to deliver Meals on Wheels, a service which
she is almost evangelical about. Gill said:
“l can’t spend long with each customer
but we have a little chat which I can tell
brightens their day. It’s so rewarding
because in return it brightens mine. We
are very lucky to have a Council that still
provides this service locally.’

And now Gill is a new member of the
Residents’ Association Executive, looking
after Weston Green’s interests.

Her path to this new role was through
Citizens Advice, which she represented at
an open public meeting with Elmbridge
Borough Council in 2019. When the then
Leader of Elmbridge Council didn’t quite
answer her question, Gill got herself noticed
when she had the audacity to publicly tell
him so. Go girl! No wonder Tannia Shipley

from the Residents’ Association asked Gill
if she would be interested in joining them.
As Gill turns her spotlight on local issues
that matter to people in Weston Green,
residents can be assured that she will leave
no stone unturned in her determination to
get a fair hearing.

About her various volunteering activities,
Gill said: “I think that whatever you have
done in your life you can probably find an
organisation out there that needs your skills
on a voluntary basis. So, don’t sell yourself
short, you don’t have to be outgoing, have a
professional background or any particular
experience for lots of roles. I don’t really
put myself forward for things, but I just
can’t hold back from helping people if they
need it.” Sounds as if Gill is that ‘must
have’ party person who at 3am will help you
sweep up afterwards.

Julie Royce
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Local presents under the 2020 Christmas Tree?

With the Festive Season upon us, you may
still be wondering what to get your loved
ones for Christmas. After a very difficult
year it is important that we support local
businesses - and what better way is there to
do this than by sourcing Christmas presents
from the shops we are so lucky to have in
Thames Ditton and the surrounding areas.
Hopefully all our shops will be allowed to
reopen in December, luckily many of them
are also able to trade online.

Here are some ideas about what our
brilliant local businesses have to offer...

For the gin lover out there, what better way
to celebrate than with our very own Thames
Ditton Gin. There are now three varieties:
Original, Pink and the Special Edition Secret
2020 Lockdown Batch. All of these are
available on www.thamesdittongin.com, at the
Farmers’ Market and at the pop-up shop in the
High Street. Why not invest in some Thames
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Ditton Gin glasses to complete the gift?

Another local gin maker is the mastermind
behind familiar favourites Number Ninety
Seven located on Maple Road, Surbiton,
and the recently opened Hideaway, found at
Thames Ditton Marina. The Good Life Gin
Trio Box Set features their Original Gin,
Barrel Aged Gin and Pink Gin, available at
www.thegoodlifemerch.co.uk as well as in
both restaurants.

For the bearded, moustachioed and even
smooth-faced men of Thames Ditton we
have Kingston-based business ‘Norse’.
Their best-selling beard oil, beard shampoo
and aftershave balm are all available at the
View Gallery and Gift Shop on the High
Street www.view-gifts.com

Local artist Lisa Tolley’s fine art prints
depict beautiful local areas, with three
Thames Ditton prints and more than 15
other local areas to choose from. All are
available at 